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Nisan/Iyar 5783 

 קהילת שׁלוֹם

 

Four years ago, several of our members at-
tended a commemoration at Masjid Noor in Hun-
tington following the anti-Muslim shooting in 
New Zealand. At that event, we met Dr. Sara Sid-
diqui, a leader in her congregation and in Hun-
tington, who took us on a tour of the mosque. 
That act of support and solidarity sparked a grow-
ing connection between our communities. Since 
then, we have had three gatherings, with a fourth 
scheduled for Friday, April 14th.  

This is a time of increased hate activity and 
rhetoric against minorities in general and Jews 
and Muslims in particular. In response, we join 
together to build relationship and form a coalition 
of solidarity.  

This response to hate is not new: our sacred 
texts offer us examples of people from other com-
munities who helped and even saved the lives of 
Israelites. In the time of our oppression in Egypt, 
there were multiple saviors. First, there are the 
midwives – it seems likely that they were Egyp-
tian “midwives to the Hebrews” and not “Hebrew 
midwives.” These women performed the first rec-
orded act of civil disobedience in history/
literature when they defied Pharaoh’s order to kill 
the Hebrew baby boys. Pharaoh’s daughter saved 
Moses out of the Nile. Yitro, Moses’ Midianite fa-
ther-in-law, gave him refuge when he fled Egypt 

Rabbi’s Reflections 

Connecting Communities 
by Rabbi Lina Zerbarini 

April 2023 

One link, One Meeting ID#, for most KSS meetings! 

Meeting ID#: 882 6522 6225 

Password: 046 425 

By Phone: 1 646 558 8656  

or click this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265226225?

pwd=M0ZVcHlRWEZjeElod1VNajJ6UlNzUT09  

and then guided him to set up an effective and ef-
ficient system to administer the community. Later, 
Rahav protected Joshua and Caleb as they scouted 
the Land. In the book of Judges, Yael (whose hus-
band is a descendent of the aforementioned Yitro) 
killed Sisera, the enemy general fighting Deborah 
and Barak.  

Our tradition offers a model of wisdom and 
heroism from outside the community which has 
been demonstrated in history as well. Sugihara, 
Schindler, and Sendler are but a few of the more 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dr. Sara Siddiqui (left), Rabbi Lina and Barbara Heller 

(center back), Bernice Luken-Celentano (right), and 

members of the Muslim community at the fund-raiser for 

Turkish earthquake relief. 

https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
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well-known names. Yad VaShem includes more 
than 28,000 individuals as Righteous Among the 
Nations.  

In some cases, helpers came forward of their 
own accord and in others, people needed to be 
asked. Recently, we were asked to show solidarity 
with our Muslim dialogue partners as they orga-
nized a fundraiser for the victims of the earth-
quake in Turkey. Three of us attended and our 
presence was much appreciated by the organizers. 
The Consul General of Turkey acknowledged with 
gratitude the presence of the Jewish community.  

This year, Ramadan and Passover coincide. 
Our communities will be celebrating joyful, fes-
tive, and holy days together. There is history of 
Jewish and Muslim communities celebrating holi-
days together, such as Mimouna, a holiday from 
Morocco. Moroccan Jews would 
give their flour, yeast and grain 
that was remaining before Passo-
ver to their Muslim neighbors 
and in return, Muslim neighbors 
were the first visitors to Jews af-
ter Passover bringing them 
sweets and other food items that 

(Continued from page 1) were now permissible.  

A member of our dialogue group invited us to 
celebrate Ramadan at Iftar, the traditional meal 
breaking the sunrise-to-sunset daily fast. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to experience the holiday 
and learn and share how what meaning we each 
find in our respective celebrations of the season.  

Passover falls at the full moon of Nisan, the 
month of spring, which has a special blessing. This 
month we are to go outside and proclaim a bless-
ing on seeing a flowering fruit tree. While some 
have the tradition of doing it as early in the month 
as possible, some do it on Mimouna – the day af-
ter Passover. This is the blessing: 

Blessed are You, Holy One our God, Guide of 
the universe, Who has made nothing lacking in 
the world, and created in it good creatures and 

good trees that humans can take 
pleasure from. 

May we acknowledge the many 
“good creatures” in our world and 
take pleasure from our connec-
tions. May we support each other 
and may our relationships blos-
som like the trees and bear fruit! 

Connecting Communities 

We are seeking volunteers for all of our committees. Whether you have been a member for 
many years, or have just joined us recently, we can use your help in many different capacities to 
ensure Kehillath Shalom meets all of our members’ needs. Would you like to be a part of our 
board? We currently need a Recording Secretary to finish out this year until July 31, 2023. Lon-
gevity is not required. If you have ideas about rituals, including Shabbat services and holidays, 
fundraising, and the operation and security of the building, your assistance would be greatly ap-
preciated. Other committees include Membership, Programming, and Torah School. We also 
have a Committee for Racial Justice, and Israel Connections and Jewish Affairs. As it has been 
said, “It takes a village,” or in this case a congregation. Feel free to contact Bev (631-806-5124, 
bevycd@aol.com) or Gail (516-508-1978, GailatKSS@gmail.com). We would love to hear from 
you. 

KSS WANTS YOU! 

mailto:bevycd@aol.com
mailto:GailatKSS@gmail.com
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From the Co-Presidents 

So, You Think You Know Matzo? 
by Gail Sachs 

The Jewish calendar is full of holidays with 
rich food histories. Whether it’s latkes for Hanuk-
kah or Hamantaschen for Purim, food is inextrica-
bly linked to celebrating for the Jewish people. 
One of the religion’s most iconic holiday foods is 
eaten during Passover, which commemorates the 
Israelites’ departure from ancient Egypt. Available 
in sheet or meal form, matzo becomes ubiquitous 
around the holiday, making appearances in appe-
tizers, main courses and even desserts. Love it or 
loathe it, this little cracker has a big history. 

Often, the history of the Jews is one of upheav-
al rather than stability. It is the story of migration, 
change, renewal…and 
more. Through it all, one 
phenomenon has en-
dured and held its own 
for millennia: a very 
humble food product 
fashioned from wheat, 
water and salt. Matzo. 

Each year come Pass-
over time, the shelves of 
supermarkets through-
out North America are 
crowded with box after 
box of nearly identically perforated sheets of mat-
zo. How many ritual foodstuffs do you know that 
go back that far and are mass produced today? 

Rabbi Dov Behr Manischewitz, an astute busi-
nessman, created America’s very first matzo facto-
ry in Cincinnati, Ohio, in the 1880s. He took great 
pains to secure the approval of the leading Torah 
sages of Jerusalem, cultivating close ties with the 
rabbinical establishment and demonstrating his 
religious rectitude and noble intentions by creat-
ing a yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

By 1920, Manischewitz was the largest matzo 
producer – at 1.25 million rectangular sheetlike 
matzos a day – but it always adhered to the origi-
nal kosher rules. As Manischewitz’s popularity 
grew, so did the general perception of matzo. Gone 
were the lumps and bumps of homemade matzo; 
machine-made matzo was uniform in size, shape, 
taste and texture. Manischewitz endured some 
controversy for his use of machines, but after he 
spent thirteen years studying the Talmud in Jeru-
salem, even the most hardened traditionalists 
eventually considered him an acceptable authority 
on matzo. The Manischewitz family sold the com-

pany in 1990 for $42.5 million.  

Other machine-made-matzo companies sprang 
up around the country, and by the mid-twentieth 
century, matzo was available in nearly every gro-
cery store. The crisp, crackerlike bread became 
popular with Gentiles, and soon companies were 
producing flavored matzo, spiced matzo and mat-
zo covered in chocolate. Organic and gluten-free 
versions of the food are now available for those 
who don’t consider the unleavened sheets healthy 
enough. “People started buying flavored matzo 
year-round sometime over the last few decades,” 
says Alan Adler, director of operations for the fam-
ily-run Streit’s, which has been operating out of 

the same Manhattan lo-
cation since 1925. Streit’s 
offers every kind of mat-
zo, from unsalted to sun-
dried tomato, although 
Adler says the Passover-
approved matzo — su-
pervised by rabbis hold-
ing stopwatches to moni-
tor the 18-minute rule — 
is still the most popular. 
“For the bad rap it gets at 

the holiday as being the bread of affliction, I guess 
it’s still pretty good.” 

So how did it happen that water, eggs and but-
ter found their way into a pan? No one can know. 
But I think of my father. The man always dunked 
cookies in milk, crumbled crackers in soup, dipped 
matzo in his morning coffee. That’s right…coffee. 
If my father can do that, it isn’t hard to imagine 
some other Jew out there in the world deciding 
one day to break his matzo in pieces and sprinkle 
it into an omelet. Things catch on. Improvements 
are made. Traditions are born. 

A dish of soaked and scrambled matzo might 
not sound terribly exciting, but it gets its staying 
power from family tradition and memory as much 
as from flavor. 

Gil Marks, in his Encyclopedia of Jewish 
Food, asserts that matzah brei as a fried matzah-
and-egg dish originated in North America. He 
notes the publication of a recipe for “Fried Mat-
zos,” consisting of soaked whole matzah fried in 
butter or schmaltz, in The Jewish Manu-
al (London, 1846). However, egg-based recipes 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gil_Marks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schmaltz
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SO, YOU THINK YOU KNOW MATZO? 

began to be published in early Jewish-American 
cookbooks, including Aunt Babette’s (1889 edi-
tion) and The Settlement Cookbook (1901). These 
early recipes called for whole matzahs or large, 
broken pieces of matzah to be dipped in beaten 
egg and then fried. Marks credits the development 
of matzah brei – in which crumbled pieces of mat-
zah and beaten egg are combined before frying – 
to the influence of Eastern European Jewish im-
migrants to the United States. Marks adds that the 
introduction of machine-made matzah produced 
“a slightly thicker and flakier matzah than that 
made by hand” and is the ideal type of matzah to 
use for this dish.  

Matzo Facts: 

1. A matzo bakery was invited to the 1938 New 
York World’s Fair, but for unknown reasons never 
appeared. 

2. In 1973, Apollo 17 astronaut Gene Cernan 
shouted, “Man, oh, Manischewitz,” the matzo 
company’s slogan, in the middle of his moonwalk. 

3. In 2008, competitive-eating champion Joey 
Chestnut ate 78 matzo balls in eight minutes for a 
$1,500 prize. 

4. Leftover matzo makes a good drink coaster. 

5. 20 things to do with leftover Matzo                                   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xMSEFCQCKPo  

(Continued from page 3) 
MOVIES & MUNCHIES 

Meduzot 

(Jellyfish) 

7:30 pm 
Meduzot (Jellyfish), the winner of the Camera 

d’Or at the 2007 Cannes Film Festival, was written 
by the celebrated Israeli author, Etgar Keret, and 

his wife, screenwriter Shira Ge-
ffen. It takes place in Tel Aviv 
and tells the stories of three trou-
bled young women who have lost 
their way: a bride, an aimless 
young woman and a mysterious 
child, and a Filipina caregiver 
and her cranky charge. Their 
lives are not interlocked, but 
their paths briefly cross for a few 
days in Tel Aviv. There is a mys-

tical vision (or memory) that inexplicably spans a 
generation. This is a whimsical, yet serious, come-
dy that explores modern-day loneliness and alien-
ation. It has been called “a little piece of cinematic 
poetry.” 

Widely available in Nassau and Suffolk librar-
ies. (Search for Meduzot, not Jellyfish!) 

Please view this film at home at your leisure 
and join us on Zoom Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 
pm. RSVP to doloresw324@aol.com or 
loish4@aol.com.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMSEFCQCKPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMSEFCQCKPo
mailto:doloresw324@aol.com
mailto:loish4@aol.com
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Wednesdays @ 1 pm in person only 

Join with friends and family for song, storytelling,                                          

celebration, and delicious food. 

Adults   $54   Children 5-17   $27 

Children under 5 Free   Click here to register by March 30 

https://kss.breezechms.com/form/a0d42c10
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Iftar Gathering 

Friday, April 14 @ 6:30 pm 

RSVP by April 11 for Location 

Rabbi Lina: rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 

Shazia: emwon01@gmail.com 

LIVING IN THE LAND OF MILK AND FUNNY 

Celebrating Israel at 75 

Tuesday, May 2, 7:30 pm, at HJC 

FREE 

What’s so funny about Israel? How 

about...everything! In Living in the Land of Milk 

and Funny, comedian Joel Chasnoff introduces 

audiences to the oys and joys of Israeli life, every-

thing from supposedly English-speaking tour 

guides to government-sponsored Ulpan Hebrew 

classes and the culture shock he experiences as 

an oleh hadash (new immigrant). Unlike many 

Jewish comics, Joel bases his humor on real ex-

periences and a deep love for Judaism and Israel, 

a love that shines through in performance. 

Join our deepening Muslim-Jewish dialogue for our fourth gathering. 

We will be welcomed by a Muslim family in Dix Hills                                                    

for the celebration of Iftar, the breaking of the Ramadan fast. 

You are welcome to bring food to share. 

mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
mailto:emwon01@gmail.com
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Committees and Contacts 
Membership  Barbara Heller  bjhdmt@aol.com 

    Audrey Teich   aktcsw@aol.com 

Ritual   David Schwartz  sailrman@optonline.net 

    Abby Pariser   abbyparis@aol.com 

Fundraising  Abby Pariser   abbyparis@aol.com 

    Scott Ash   ashs3@verizon.net 

Israel Connections 

 & Jewish Affairs Judy Davis   JDavis4727@aol.com 

House   Cliff Broffman   cliffbroffman@gmail.com 

Security   Alan Wachtel   alanwac1@gmail.com 

Caring Community Audrey Teich   aktcsw@aol.com 

Torah School  Jen Sturza   jdsturza@optonline.net 

Programming &   Deborah Globus  DeborahGlobus@hotmail.com 

 Communications Scott Ash   ashs3@verizon.net 

Strategic Planning Eileen Gruber   Eileen.Gruber@gmail.com 

Racial Justice  Roberta Israeloff  rsis@optonline.net 
 Subcommittee of Social Action 

If you would like to know more about a particular committee — what it does, how much time it 
entails, or anything else — please contact the people above. Asking for more information does not 
commit you to anything! But it could lead to a rewarding experience, working with others to strength-
en and grow our community.  

Shabbat/Festival Service followed by cooking and eating. 

Hands-on learning for kids and adults. 

Share your family’s favorite way to cook and eat matzo brei. All are welcome! 

mailto:bjhdmt@aol.com
mailto:AKTCSW@aol.com
mailto:sailrman@optonline.net
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:ashs3@verizon.net
mailto:JDavis4727@aol.com
mailto:cliffbroffman@gmail.com
mailto:alanwac1@gmail.com
mailto:AKTCSW@aol.com
mailto:jdsturza@optonline.net
mailto:DeborahGlobus@hotmail.com
mailto:ashs3@verizon.net
mailto:Eileen.Gruber@gmail.com
mailto:rsis@optonline.net


8 

Rabbi Lina Zerbarini/203-915-4786 

 rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 
Co-Presidents Beverly Mannix/631-806-5124  

 beverlycmannix@gmail.com 

 Gail Sachs/516-508-1978 

 GailatKSS@gmail.com 

Vice-Presidents Judy Avidor/516-449-8521 

 javidorkss@gmail.com 

 Alan Wachtel/631-897-5638 

 alanwac1@gmail.com 
Treasurer Howard Globus/646-752-4620  

 hglobus@it-on-demand.com 

Financial Secretary Barbara Heller/516-671-9571 

 BJHDMT@aol.com 

Recording Secretary  

  

Corresponding Secretary Isabel Zinman/ 
 iszinman@gmail.com 

Past President Ileen Koenig/631-757-9602 

 koenigi631@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Arlene Fell/631-423-3370 

 fell31@yahoo.com 

Caring Community Audrey Teich/aktcsw@aol.com 

Office Secretary Pam Fosella/631-367-4589 

 out.n.about@juno.com 
 

Published by Kehillath Shalom Synagogue 

58 Goose Hill Road, Cold Spring Harbor NY 11724 

Office 631-367-4589 Fax 631-367-3167 

kehillathshalom@optonline.net  

http://www.kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 

Do You Zelle? 
KSS can now receive payments through Zelle, the 

quick, convenient, no-fee online payment system used 
by Bank of America, Capital One, Chase, Citi, and many 
other banks.  

Make donations, pay for special events, pay dues — 
no checks, no stamps, no fees. Log into your bank ac-
count, find Zelle, and send to                     kehillath-
shalom@optonline.net.  

Note: Do not Zelle to the office phone! It 
won’t work! 

Easy as aleph, bet, gimel!  

The KSS Membership Committee has reserved 
a block of tickets at the Engeman Theater in 
Northport to see the swash-buckling, action-
packed musical, The Scarlet Pimpernel, with Ac-
tors’ Equity performers.  

One reviewer said, “Featuring a Broadway-
worthy cast, this visually stunning production ex-
ploded with powerhouse vocals that blew the roof 
off.” 

Tickets are $70; call the KSS office, 631-367-
4589, for availability.  

THEATER PARTY 
Sunday, April 23 

2:00 pm 

GENERAL FUND 
Howard Rosoff 

Brenda Bernstein, in honor of Dolores 
Weinberg 

Michael & Kathy Solomowitz, for yahrzeits 
of grandmother Rebecca Nathanson and father 
Murray Solomowitz 

Carol Rubin, for the yahrzeit of her mother, 
Bertha Tashoffer Teichman 

Judy Winard, for the yahrzeit of Gus Pearl-
man 

Lois Hass, in memory of Joseph Feinstein 

Dolores Weinberg, in memory of Dottie 
McMillan 

Dolores Weinberg, for the yahrzeits of Lilli-
an & Samuel Weinberg 

ISRAEL CONNECTIONS COMMITTEE 
Judy Davis & Mort Kissen, for yahrzeit in 

memory of Jerome & Goldie Stein 

The Gifts Received 

mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
mailto:beverlycmannix@gmail.com
mailto:GailatKSS@gmail.com
mailto:javidorkss@gmail.com
mailto:alanwac1@gmail.com
mailto:hglobus@it-on-demand.com
mailto:BJHDMT@aol.com
mailto:iszinman@gmail.com
mailto:koenigi631@gmail.com
mailto:fell31@yahoo.com
mailto:aktcsw@aol.com
mailto:out.n.about@juno.com
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
http://kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
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This brand-new festival, hosted for the first time at the Cinema Arts Centre, will consist of a three-
day celebration of Jewish Cinema and culture, and will feature films that include thought-provoking 
documentaries, captivating dramas, and historically significant films, all curated by David Schwartz, 
Manager of Theatrical Programming at Netflix.  

Spanning three days, Friday, April 14th to Sunday, April 16th, the Long Island Jewish Film Festival 
will present a selection of films at the forefront of Jewish cultural storytelling, including Ralph Arlyck’s 
I Like it Here, Leon Prudovsky’s My Neighbor Adolf, Ofir Raul Graizer’s America, Fred Cavayé’s Fare-
well, Mr. Haffmann, the Yiddish language Ukrainian film Shttl, and the rarely seen and historically 

important silent, The City Without 
Jews, performed with live klezmer 
accompaniment. 

Tickets for individual films are $10 
for CAC members, $15 for non-
members, except for The City With-
out Jews, which is $12/$17. Click on 
each film title above to order tickets. 
A full-festival pass is available for 
$48 CAC members or $60 non-
members; click here to order the 
pass. 

CAC has made a special promo code 
available for KSS congregants and 
friends who do not have CAC mem-
bership. When ordering tickets, use 
promo code LIJFF2023 (Must be 
ALL CAPS) to receive the members’ 
price on all tickets for the festival. 

Scan the QR code on this page for 
more info or to order tickets, or click 
here to go to CAC’s website.  

LONG ISLAND JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL  

APRIL 14-16 AT CINEMA ARTS CENTRE 

https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784486~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784488~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784490~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784492~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784492~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784494~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784495~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/WebSales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=784495~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=4e90d4ea-c6e5-40b3-9fc2-5fd0073268f4&
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/websales/pages/packagetypeselect.aspx?pkginfo=535~31a96320-4160-4f8e-a5f9-05c4f03c9c01&epguid=3abc8eae-f997-472e-a03b-07f838b79e84&
https://cinemaartscentre.org/
https://cinemaartscentre.org/
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bagels & books and 

the author 
Our March Bagels & Books discussion of Plun-

der: A Memoir of Family Property and Nazi 
Treasure Hunters, by Menachem Kaiser, turned 
out to be one of our most memorable ever. Almost 
all of us liked the book very much, and those who 
had listened to the audiobook, narrated by Kaiser 
himself, raved about it so highly that some of us 
plan on listening to it even after having read the 
book. 

Plunder, which was named a New York Times 
Best Non-fiction book of 2021, is a brilliantly told 
story of Kaiser’s quest to reclaim his family’s 
apartment building in Poland, and of the astonish-
ing entanglement with Nazi treasure hunters that 
followed. It is both a deeply immersive adventure 
story and an irreverent, daring interrogation of 
inheritance—material, spiritual, familial, and 
emotional.  

Dolores Weinberg had emailed the author, 
asking about a mystery in the book, and invited 
him to join us on the morning of March 19. She 
was doubtful that he’d actually come, so when 
Menachem Zoomed in briefly at the start and said 
he’d return in a half-hour, we decided not to say 
anything to Dolores and let her be surprised. And 
was she! 

Rather than try to describe how this extraordi-
nary B&B session went, I’ll let you read the notes 
we sent Menachem afterward, which, collectively, 
touch on all the memorable aspects of the discus-
sion. 

Menachem Kaiser was a fabulous, unexpected 
surprise addition to our book group discussion 
this morning. So much so that for the first time I 
delayed preparing and eating my usual bagel & lox 

bagels & books 
Our April 16 book will be The Other Einstein, 

by Marie Benedict, the haunt-
ing story of Einstein’s first 
wife, Mileva, who was lost in 
his shadow. Could the theory 
of relativity actually have 
been conceived by “the other 
Einstein”? In this fascinating 
and thoughtful novel, by the 
author of The Other Woman 
in the Room, we learn that 
this is more than possible. An 
intriguing reimagining of one 
of the strongest intellectual 
partnerships of the 19th cen-
tury. 

For the rest of the year, we will read: 

May 21 — The Vanished Collection, by Pauline 
Baer de Perignon 

June 25 — A Bend in the Stars, by Rachel Bar-
enbaum 

As of this writing, we are undecided as to 
whether we will be in person or Zooming, so be 
sure to watch TWAKS and email for info.  

with cream cheese, lettuce, tomato and onion until 
after I closed our Zoom meeting. His relaxed style 
made him easily approachable and thus resulted 
in a terrific discussion about the writing of the 
book, his experiences in Poland, his family and his 
childhood along with tremendous support for his 
actual reading of the book in its audio format and 
suggestions for making it into a film. Just “a nice 
Jewish boy” who happened upon some family his-
tory and took advantage of a turn of events that 
ultimately led him down an unanticipated yet fas-
cinating road. I am truly thankful for the sharing 
of his journey with us and the rest of the world. 
Looking forward to attending in person the book 
release of the English translation of his great-
grandfather’s cousin, Abraham Kaiser’s detailed 
diary notes. Until then, I say l’chaim!!!  

Fondly, Barbara Kremen 

Dear Menachem, thank you for joining our 
group and making the reading of your book more 
personal and meaningful.  

Rita Fenderson 

(Continued on page 11) 
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bagels & books and the author 

Menachem, it was a privilege to have you at 
our book club. I enjoyed listening to your audio 
book, Plunder. Your vivid descriptions were so 
captivating...everything from the frustrations deal-
ing with the courts to the light and happy memo-
ries of watching family films together. It was won-
derful to have had the opportunity to hear you 
comment and answer our questions.  

Best, Elizabeth Sabo  

What an absolute delight it was to have Men-
achem join us today! I have no doubt we’d have 
had a really good discussion on our own, but to 
have him explaining how he came to write the 
book, how his family reacted to it, to hear the ins 
and outs of how he came to 
feel there actually was a 
book in this whole crazy ad-
venture—they do say truth is 
stranger than fiction and 
this certainly proves it. It 
was lovely how comfortable 
he immediately was with 
us—you could sense it, and 
when he said at the end how 
he had difficulty relating to 
foreign audiences was when that comfort level re-
ally clicked for me. I’m always interested in the 
“behind-the-scenes” of anything, whether it’s what 
goes on in a restaurant kitchen [really, not on real-
ity tv] or how someone gets a book published and 
what’s involved when you’re dealing with multiple 
languages (of course: my field). I’m so glad 
Dolores contacted him and noodged him enough 
to get him to join us.  

Best, Arlene Fell 

It was wonderful having Menachem Kaiser 
join our Bagels & Books discussion of Plunder. He 
was so candid with his responses and so very per-
sonable. He provided additional insights into an 
extraordinary and very compelling account of his 
family’s Holocaust history. It was a pleasure hav-
ing him join our book discussion!  

Lois Hass  

Dear Menachem, Thank you for that wonder-
ful surprise ending! Had you ended the book the 
way we expected, that would have made a nice, 
happy ending. However, the way you brought it to 
conclusion was so much more fun! I think it would 
have been too good to be true to have had Steve 
find the golden eggs. And the question of the tone 
of voice that was mentioned that Steve used, 
would have given us the answer as to whether or 

(Continued from page 10) not he had indeed found them. I think that you’re 
a very multi-talented, thoughtful, sensitive person, 
& will do well in whatever you endeavor to do. 
You’re very down-to-earth, humorous, & quite 
charming. I wish you great success & happiness. 
We’ll look forward to hearing more from & about 
you in the future.  

Best Wishes, Vicki Schwartz  

On Plunder: What a relief—a Holocaust book 
that was not about the Holocaust. Early in the sto-
ry, the author offered a picture of a family that was 
vibrant and living their life, people with whom you 
could identify and like. The Bubbe feeding her an-
ekels scrambled eggs made with a lot of butter 
could be (and is) me. There is much more to draw 

from this book in an age 
when many families are re-
turning to visit the home-
land of those they have lost.  

Barbara Heller  

Dear Menachem, Thank you 
so much for taking the time 
to speak with us this Sunday. 
You certainly enhanced our 
discussion.  

Ileen Koenig  

Dear Menachem, I thoroughly enjoyed meet-
ing you at our KSS book discussion. Your book 
presentation and descriptions of what went on be-
hind the scenes on your journey of family discov-
eries were incredibly interesting. You are a won-
derful storyteller, with a great depth of historical 
knowledge. Much success and support!  

Dalia Rosenthal  

Menachem Thanks so much for our ‘surprise’! 
I loved hearing your own story with your own 
voice! I hope to listen to your audiobook. Looking 
forward to your movie!!!  

Janet London  

Hi Menachem, I’ll add just a bit more to the 
above applause. You did a superb job narrating 
your book! You’re intelligent, haimish and a 
mensch! I’m glad you have a sense of humor as 
well…you needed it dealing with me. Your visit 
with us was such a relaxed interaction it felt joyful. 
Everyone smiling said it all. Grateful for your time, 
explanations and your openness! Hoping you’ll 
notify us about Abraham’s translated tome. With a 
virtual hug,  

Dolores Weinberg 

Thanks to Barbara Kremen for the screenshots. 



12 

The Israel and Jewish Affairs Committee Presents 

A Series of Forums and Discussions 

THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
 

 

Ten Years of Forums: What We’ve Learned and What’s Next 
 Saturday, April 29, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 

Moderated by Kehillath Shalom member Nissim Yeheskel, Israeli native and frequent visitor. 

On March 16-19, Scott and Eva Ash, Howard and Deborah Globus, and Rabbi Lina Zerbarini 

joined 192 others for Reconstructing Judaism’s Pilgrimage for Racial Justice to Atlanta, Mont-

gomery, and Birmingham. They will share stories from the trip and reflect on their experience. 
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Shabbat Services  

Our deepest condolences are extended to Rabbanit Dinah Mark and Rabbi 
Lina on the recent passing of Dinah’s mother, Beatrice Mark.  

Born and raised in Bucharest, Romania, Beatrice lived a full life - geographically 
and relationally. Life in Bucharest, Paris, Holon (Israel), and New York connected 
her to people and place. 

Beatrice had a talent for relationship. She maintained lifelong friendships from 
her school days in Romania, with relatives in France, with co-immigrants in Israel, 
and with New York colleagues and neighbors, even when separated by oceans. 

Married to her husband Joseph for 61 years until his death in 2017, theirs was a partnership of 
shared journeys and challenges, adventures, and love. Their daughter Dinah was the earth, the moon, 
and the stars to them. When Lina joined the family in 2007, she was a recipient of this love. 

May you be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem, and may you know no more 
sorrow. 

Moses tells Aaron of God’s requirements for 
sin offerings. Two of Aaron’s sons are destroyed 
because they didn’t follow God’s instructions. The 
rules of kashruth are described. 

Friday, April 21 
Welcoming Shabbat Service 6:30 pm 

Forum: Report from the Pilgrimage for Racial 
Justice 

Saturday, April 22 
Tefilah 10 am 

Israel Forum 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Tazria-Metzora, Leviticus 
12:1—15:33 

Rules of ritual uncleanliness and purification 
following childbirth. Rules of ritual uncleanliness 
pertaining to skin disorders such as leprosy, 
burns, and baldness. More about ritual uncleanli-
ness, including the earliest known description of 
house mold; and rules involving menstruation. 

Friday, April 28 
Candlelighting on Zoom 6:30 pm 

Saturday, April 29 
Tefilah 10 am 

Israel Forum 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Achrei Mot-Kedoshim, Leviti-
cus 16:1—20:27 

 Instructions for Aaron, the High Priest, to 
make a sin-offering on the Day of Atonement. For-
bidden sexual relations and activities, and pro-
scription of human sacrifice. 

“The Holiness Code.” Guidelines for moral, 
ethical, and sexual conduct. Directions for setting 
apart clean from unclean beasts, as the Israelites 
are set apart from other peoples.  

Saturday, April 1 
Torah Study (Prophets) 10 am 

We expect to be learning Judges most of this 
month, but it is impossible to know ahead of time ex-
actly what we will be reading on a specific Shabbat. 

Tefilah 11:15 am 

Learners’ Service 

Torah Portion: Tzav, Leviticus 6:1—8:36 

God explains to Moses burnt offerings, meal 
offerings, sin offerings, guilt offerings, offering of 
ordination, and the sacrifice of well being. The Is-
raelites are commanded to bring the offerings to 
the priests. God instructs Moses on how to ordain 
Aaron and his sons into the priesthood.  

Friday, April 7 
Candlelighting on Zoom 6:30 pm 

Saturday, April 8 
Festival Service 10 am 

Matzo Brei luncheon to follow 

Torah Portion: Pesach Shabbat Chol HaMoed 
Exodus 33:12—34:26; Numbers 28:19-25 

God promises Moses that God will lead the 
people. God places Moses in the cleft of the rock 
and shields him while passing before him. God 
commands Moses to carve the second set of tab-
lets and Moses ascends Mount Sinai with them. 

Friday, April 14 
Iftar Gathering 6:30 pm 

Saturday, April 15 
Torah Study (Prophets) 10 am 

Tefilah 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Shemini, Leviticus 9:1—11:47 

Caring & Sharing 

http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/tazria.shtml
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/tazria.shtml
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.16.1-18.30?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.16.1-18.30?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.6.1-8.36?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.33.12-34.26?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.28.19-25?lang=bi&aliyot=0
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/shemini.shtml
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A merry time was had by all at our Purim celebration on March 6, with The Megillah of Oz, starring 
Vicki and David Schwartz as Queen Esther and King Achashveyros, Nate Gerrold as Mordechai, 
Ethan Goldberg as Haman, Kailen Levitt as Vashti, and Rhya Gerrold, Mara Esposito, Dawn 
Goldberg, and Bev Mannix in supporting roles. Rabbi Lina and Abby Pariser provided narration in 
Hebrew and English.  

Dinner was pizza; dessert, for which we thank Margaret Roche, was an array of hamentaschen 
from various local bakeries. Our taste testers rated Buttercookie Bakery highest, followed by Bagel 
Boss, and then Copenhagen and Zucker’s. And we had hamentaschen dough and assorted fillings, 
thanks to Rabbi Lina, with which we made our own hamentaschen to take and bake at home.  
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Friday evenings, 6:30 

(When nothing else is scheduled)  

We'll share, sing, and bring 

Shabbat peace.  

Join Zoom Meeting by com-

puter: https://zoom.us/

j/88265226225 

Or Phone: +1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 882 6522 6225, 

Password 046 425  

We will learn, study, share, pray. 

As usual, come for Torah Study or Ser-

vice or Both! 

Join Zoom Meeting by comput-

er: https://zoom.us/j/88265226225 

Or phone: +1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 882 6522 6225, 

Password 046 425  

Morning Gathering: Tuesday & Friday Mornings at 8 am 

Establish a strong, centered, calm foundation for the day. 

Join Zoom Meeting by computer https://zoom.us/j/788752335 

or by phone: 1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 882 6522 6225, Password 046 425  

https://zoom.us/j/88265226225
https://zoom.us/j/304163653
https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=12f34723aa&e=a1707e411a
https://zoom.us/j/88265226225
https://zoom.us/j/788752335
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September 2018 
Elul/Tishri 5778/79 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

       

 ANNUAL 
CONGREGATION  
MEETING 
7:30 pm 

  Shabbat Service  
10 am 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Josh Steinhart 

 
 
 
 

8:09 

 

First Day of Summer    Shabbat Service  
10 am 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Levi Diamond 

 
 
 
 

8:11 

Fathers Day 

    Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

 
 
 
 

8:11 

Bagels & Books 
10 am 
The Ministry of Spe-
cial Cases 

 Independence Day   Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

 
 
 
 

8:10 

 

Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
With Rabbi Doug 
11 am 

Shabbat Service 7:30 
With Rabbi Doug 
 
 

8:01 

Board Meeting 
7:30 pm 

Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

No scheduled service 
 
 
 

8:06 

Salute to Israel  
Parade 
Fifth Avenue, NYC 
11 am—4 pm 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
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30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

April 2023 

Nisan/Iyar 5783 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

B’dikat Chametz 

 Torah Study 10 am 
Tefilah 11:15 am 
Learners’ Service 

  

       

Lunch & Learn 
12:30 pm 
 
Board Meeting 
7:30 pm 

   Torah Study 10 am 
Tefilah 11:15 am 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

Iftar Gathering 
6:30 pm  
 
No Candlelighting 

7:14 

 

Lunch & Learn 
Jewish Humor 
12:30 pm 

  Yom HaShoah  
Commemoration 
7 pm 
Temple Beth El 

Torah Study 10 am 
Meditation Service 
11:15 am 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 6:30 pm 
Forum Pilgrimage for 
Racial Justice 

7:21 

Bagels & Books 
The Other Einstein 
10 am 
Rosh Chodesh Group 
10 am 

Lunch & Learn 
Jewish Humor 
12:30 pm 

   Tefilah 10 am 
Israel Forum  
11:15 am 
 

Candlelighting  
6:30 pm on Zoom 
 
 

7:28 

Theater Party 
The Scarlet  
Pimpernel 
2 pm 

Lunch & Learn 
Topic tba 
12:30 pm 

 Living in the Land of 
Milk and Funny 
HJC 7:30 pm 

 Torah Study 10 am 
Tefilah 11:15 am 
Learners’ Service 

Soup Shabbat 
7:30 pm 
 
 

7:36 

Torah School Trip to 
Lower East Side 
HUMuS @ CAC 
3 pm 

Second Night Seder 
Community Seder 
6:30 pm 
 
No Lunch & Learn 

Erev Passover 
First Seder 
 
No Conversational 
Hebrew 

Shabbat Pesach 
Festival Service with 
Torah School 10 am 
Matzo Brei Luncheon 
to follow 

Candlelighting 
6:30 pm on Zoom 
No Morning 
Gathering 

7:08 

 

No Conversational 
Hebrew 
 

Conversational 
Hebrew with Dinah 
1 pm 
Movies & Munchies 
Meduzot 7:30 pm 

Conversational 
Hebrew with Dinah 
1 pm 
 

Conversational 
Hebrew with Dinah 
1 pm 
 

Morning Gathering 
Tuesdays and 
Fridays 8 am 


