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 קהילת שׁלוֹם
 

Iyar/Sivan 5785 

 

Our ancestors were no strangers to fear 
and struggle. Abraham fled the Promised 
Land due to famine, saved a kidnapped neph-
ew, and experienced war. Isaac was forced to 
relocate several times due to famine and un-
welcoming tribes. Jacob’s family fled starva-
tion by moving to Egypt, where their descend-
ants were enslaved for more than 200 years. 
And then there’s the history: destruction and 
exile and death from homeland and commu-
nity, repeatedly, for the past 2500 years.  

Mark Twain wrote (“Concerning the 
Jews,” Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 
September 1899): 

If the statistics are right, the Jews consti-
tute but one quarter of one percent of the 
human race. It suggests a nebulous puff of 
star dust lost in the blaze of the Milky Way. 
Properly, the Jew ought hardly to be heard 
of, but he is heard of, has always been 
heard of. He is as prominent on the planet 
as any other people, and his importance is 
extravagantly out of proportion to the 
smallness of his bulk. 

May 2025 

One link, One Meeting ID#, for most KSS meetings! 

Meeting ID#: 882 6522 6225 

Password: 046 425 

By Phone: 1 646 558 8656  

or click this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265226225?

pwd=M0ZVcHlRWEZjeElod1VNajJ6UlNzUT09  

His contributions to the world’s list of 
great names in literature, science, art, mu-
sic, finance, medicine and abstruse learn-
ing are also very out of proportion to the 
weakness of his numbers. He has made a 
marvelous fight in this world in all ages; 
and has done it with his hands tied behind 
him. He could be vain of himself and be 
excused for it. The Egyptians, the Babylo-
nians and the Persians rose, filled the plan-
et with sound and splendor, then faded to 
dream-stuff and passed away; the Greeks 
and Romans followed and made a vast 
noise, and they were gone; other people 
have sprung up and held their torch high 
for a time but it burned out, and they sit in 
twilight now, and have vanished. 

The Jew saw them all, survived them all, 
and is now what he always was, exhibiting 
no decadence, no infirmities, of age, no 
weakening of his parts, no slowing of his 
energies, no dulling of his alert but aggres-
sive mind. All things are mortal but the 
Jews; all other forces pass, but he remains. 
What is the secret of his immortality? 

(Continued on page 2) 

Rabbi’s Reflections 

How Are We Still Here? 
by Rabbi Lina Zerbarini 

https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
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How did our people survive the pain 
and the horrors of our experiences? How is it 
that we are still here?  

The Jewish people developed skills of 
resilience, resistance, and adaptation. Rela-
tionships with nations and neighbors pre-
served our identity. We have had a sense of 
commitment to our people and to our tradi-
tion.  

As a religious culture, Judaism 
has always been highly adaptable. As 
Mordecai Kaplan defined it, Judaism 
is an evolving religious civilization – 
when confronted with changes be-
yond our control, we evolved.  

When the Temple was de-
stroyed, we decided that prayer sub-
stituted for sacrifice, and that God 
was present wherever people shared 
words of Torah. When we were exiled 
and prohibited from owning land, we 
learned trades. When we were banned 
from the trades, we took up business 
and the arts. When trade was limited to other 
Jews, we established international trade 
routes across the lands of our dispersion. 
When we were expelled from one place or oth-
er, it was helpful that our identity was an-
chored in books and language, and our liveli-
hood based in knowledge and skills, so we 
could pack up and run (again) without losing 
everything. 

In the countries of our dispersion, we 
learned the language and incorporated the 
culture into our own, beginning with our very 
first exile.  

The prophet Jeremiah told the Israel-
ites on the way to Babylonian exile: marry, 
have children, plant crops. The destruction of 
the First Temple might have been the end of 
us, but it wasn’t. If Jews had lived in a bubble 
we wouldn’t have survived.  

Adaptation has not meant complete as-
similation. Physical and spiritual resistance 
has been a mark of our people since our 

(Continued from page 1) 

How Are We Still Here? 
origin. God, Moses, and the prophets referred 
to us as a “stiff-necked people” since we left 
Egypt. That stubbornness has also been perse-
verance and commitment.  

We fought the powers that attempted 
to destroy us physically, spiritually, culturally. 
From the days of the Bar-Kochba Rebellion 
against the Romans to the Warsaw Ghetto Up-
rising, to the Israel Defense Forces, we have 
defended our people and our land against 
those who have intended to kill us. From the 

time of Rabbi Akiva and his students 
to the Soviet Jews of forty years ago 
who studied Torah and practiced Ju-
daism in secret, in the face of prohibi-
tion and penalty, we have resisted 
conversion and have not abandoned 
our practices.  

Neither have we forsaken our care for 
each other. The Talmud says: ל כׇּ
רָאֵל עֲרֵבִים זֶה בָזֶה  kol yisrael / יִשְׂ

arevim zeh bazeh – all Israel is respon-
sible for one another. Our community 
has always cared for each other. We 

see this today in our response to October 7: so 
many of us are waiting, praying, crying for the 
hostages still not home yet. Many people 
shared this meme on Facebook: Do I have 
family living in Israel? Yes. 9 million brothers 
and sisters. (Even) those Jews protesting the 
war are demonstrating their sense of connec-
tion – by being Jews, they feel responsible for 
the actions of the Israeli government. Our re-
sponsibility has led us to invest in the educa-
tion of children and the preservation of our 
centers of history and culture and to care for 
the poor and the vulnerable. 

Over the millennia, relationships with 
others have supported the preservation of our 
identity. Ironically, even antisemitism itself 
helped keep us a community. When the gov-
ernment and our neighbors would not let us 
forget we were Jews, we could not shed our 
ties. When we were forced to live in Jewish 
neighborhoods, attend Jewish schools, work 

(Continued on page 3) 

And we 
became 

people of 
the Book, 
which is 
actually 
many, 

and 
portable. 
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in Jewish industries, we remained deeply em-
bedded in the Jewish community, whether we 
wanted to be or not. Over the past fifty years, 
“Jewish continuity” was a concern of the orga-
nized Jewish community: many feared that 
the openness and acceptance of America – an 
anomaly in our history – might lead to our 
disappearance.  

But external forces have not always 
been negative. When the Persians defeated 
the Babylonians, they allowed the Israelites to 
return to Jerusalem, live full Jewish lives, and 
rebuild the Temple, preserving Jewish identi-
ty. More recently, the heroism of non-Jews 
who saved lives during the Holocaust has al-
lowed for the regeneration of many branches 
of our nation.  

Finally, Torah. We are now counting 
the days until Shavuot, which commemorates 
the moment at Sinai where we received Torah 

(Continued from page 2) 

How Are We Still Here? 
and committed to the covenant, saying: we 
will do and we will hear. In this Torah, our an-
cestors understood that there was no area of 
life beyond God’s interest and concern. And 
thus the laws and practices they developed in-
filtrated every part of Jewish life, not just 
“religious” life. So when the Temple was de-
stroyed, we still had law to practice, study, 
and teach. And we became people of the Book, 
which is actually many, and portable. 

These Books connect us to our past and 
to each other, and they offer us sustenance for 
the present and wisdom for the future. What-
ever we experience, joys or hardships, our an-
cestors have shared. We are their descend-
ants, their inheritors, and their legacy. May we 
draw from their wells, their inspiration, their 
practices of resistance, responsibility, and ad-
aptation to maintain our strength and our 
connections and pass them on to the next gen-
erations. ❖ 

Opt In for KSS Texts 

As you probably know, from time to time we send texts about upcoming events and current an-
nouncements. Because of new regulations, it is necessary for everyone to opt in again to receiving 
texts, regardless of how long you have been a KSS community member. 

What you need to do: Text the word yes to 87447. That’s it! Going forward you will continue to 
receive KSS texts of exciting news and urgent announcements. 

Rabbi Lina Zerbarini/203-915-4786 
rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 
President 
 
Vice-Presidents 
Judy Avidor/516-449-8521 
javidorkss@gmail.com 
Alan Wachtel/631-897-5638 
alanwac1@gmail.com 
Treasurer Howard Globus/646-752-4620  
hglobus@it-on-demand.com 
Financial Secretary Isabel Zinman/631-412-3561 
isabelzinmankss@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary Abby Pariser/631-271-5774 
abbyparis@aol.com 

Corresponding Secretary Beverly Mannix/631-806-5124 
bevycd@aol.com 
Past Co-Presidents Beverly Mannix/631-806-5124 
bevycd@aol.com 
Gail Sachs/516-508-1978 
GailatKSS@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor Arlene Fell/631-220-3452 
fell31@yahoo.com 
Office Manager Pam Fosella/631-367-4589 
out.n.about@juno.com 
Published by Kehillath Shalom Synagogue 
58 Goose Hill Road, Cold Spring Harbor NY 11724 
Office 631-367-4589 Fax 631-367-3167 
kehillathshalom@optonline.net 
http://www.kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 

mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
mailto:javidorkss@gmail.com
mailto:alanwac1@gmail.com
mailto:hglobus@it-on-demand.com
mailto:isabelzinmankss@gmail.com
mailto:isabelzinmankss@gmail.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:bevycd@aol.com
mailto:bevycd@aol.com
mailto:GailatKSS@gmail.com
mailto:fell31@yahoo.com
mailto:out.n.about@juno.com
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
http://kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
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The Psalms express an array of human emotion - joy, fear, gratitude, rage, doubt, and 

more. They have been read at times of trouble, emotional upheaval, and gladness. We 

might see the Book of Psalms as the Jewish people’s first prayer book – or, really, 

song book. In this class, we will explore the psalms through their music (ancient and 

contemporary) and their many interpretations.  

The bloom of Spring is upon us, and as we enjoy this welcome change in season, so 

too do we welcome the time to be together. Gathered around this festive buffet, we 

will remind ourselves how special we are with photos and stories of the past that have 

created our KSS. . . . (and oh, those stories.) 

Bring any pictures you have of past synagogue life and RSVP to the office or 

631.367.4589 by April 30. Please. 

mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
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Shabbat Services  
the Sabbath are discussed.  

God tells the people of the good things that will 
happen if they do, and the bad things that will 
happen if they don’t keep the Commandments. 
Determining the monetary value of gifts offered to 
God. 

Friday, May 30 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Saturday, May 31 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Bemidbar, Numbers 1:1—4:20 

God tells Moses to take a census to determine 
how many men over the age of 20 can serve as 
warriors. Over 600,000 are counted, not including 
the Levites, who are placed in charge of the Taber-
nacle. ❖ 

Friday, May 2 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Saturday, May 3 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Tazria-Metzora, Leviticus 
12:1—15:33 

Rules of ritual uncleanliness and purification 
following childbirth. Rules of ritual uncleanliness 
pertaining to skin disorders such as leprosy, burns, 
and baldness.  

More about ritual uncleanliness, including the 
earliest known description of house mold; and 
rules involving menstruation. 

Friday, May 9 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Saturday, May 10 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Torah Portion: Achrei Mot-
Kedoshim, Leviticus 16:1—20:27 

 Instructions for Aaron, the High Priest, to 
make a sin-offering on the Day of Atonement. For-
bidden sexual relations and activities, and pro-
scription of human sacrifice. 

“The Holiness Code.” Guidelines for moral, 
ethical, and sexual conduct. Directions for setting 
apart clean from unclean beasts, as the Israelites 
are set apart from other peoples. 

Friday, May 16 
Soup Shabbat 6 pm 

Saturday, May 17 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Emor, Leviticus 21:1—24:32 

Instructions for the priests. Rules re sacred 
donations. Fixing the times, observations, and of-
ferings for sacred occasions. “An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.” 

Friday, May 23 
No Candlelighting  

Saturday, May 24 
No scheduled service 

Torah Portion: Behar-Bechukotai, Leviticus 
25:1—27:34 

The use of property; resting the land every sev-
enth year; keeping, redeeming, and freeing slaves. 
The Commandments to not make idols and to keep 

Our May 18 selection, to be discussed in a joint 
session with the Israel Affairs Com-
mittee, will be Altneuland [Old-New-
Land], by Theodor Herzl. By the 
founder of political Zionism, this is a 
nineteenth-century utopian novel out-
lining Herzl’s vision for a modern 
Jewish State of Israel. Published in 
1902, it is, to quote the Jewish Re-
view of Books*, “a bad novel but an 

important and prescient book.”  

Not in libraries, but available free online at 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-
altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl and at https://
archive.org/details/
TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv and can be pur-
chased from Amazon for Kindle and in paperback. 

For the rest of the year, we will be reading: 

June 22 — The Wind Knows My Name, by Isa-
bel Allende 

Watch TWAKS and your email for location 
and Zoom info, and please join us for any and all 
books that interest you, as well as for bagels, lox, 
coffee, and other goodies, as well as stimulating 
discussion on a Sunday morning.❖ 

*Avineri, Shlomo, “Rereading Herzl’s Old-New 
Land”, Jewish Review of Books, Summer 2012 

bagels & books 

https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.1.1-4.20?lang=bi
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/tazria.shtml
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/tazria.shtml
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.16.1-18.30?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.16.1-18.30?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.21.1-24.23?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.25.1-26.2?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.25.1-26.2?lang=bi
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl
https://archive.org/details/TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv
https://archive.org/details/TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv
https://archive.org/details/TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv
https://jewishreviewofbooks.com/articles/213/rereading-herzls-old-new-land/
https://jewishreviewofbooks.com/articles/213/rereading-herzls-old-new-land/
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Committees and Contacts 
Membership  Barbara Heller  bjhdmt@aol.com 

Ritual   David Schwartz  DavidSchwartz210@gmail.com 

    Abby Pariser   abbyparis@aol.com 

Fundraising  Abby Pariser   abbyparis@aol.com 

    Scott Ash   ashs3@verizon.net 

Israel Connections 

 & Jewish Affairs Judy Davis   JDavis4727@aol.com 

House   Cliff Broffman   cliffbroffman@gmail.com 

Security   Alan Wachtel   alanwac1@gmail.com 

Caring Community  

Programming &    

 Communications Scott Ash   ashs3@verizon.net 

Racial Justice  Roberta Israeloff  r.israeloff@gmail.com 
 Subcommittee of Social Action 

If you would like to know more about a particular committee — what it does, how much time it 
entails, or anything else — please contact the people above. Asking for more information does not 
commit you to anything! But it could lead to a rewarding experience, working with others to strength-
en and grow our community. ❖ 

Join us for Shabbat songs & prayers, conversation.  

Rabbi Lina brings soup, challah, and dessert - you bring yourself! 

And, if you like, salad or fruit or a sweet. 

RSVP by Wednesday, May 14 to rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org. 

mailto:bjhdmt@aol.com
mailto:DavidSchwartz210@gmail.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:ashs3@verizon.net
mailto:JDavis4727@aol.com
mailto:cliffbroffman@gmail.com
mailto:alanwac1@gmail.com
mailto:ashs3@verizon.net
mailto:r.israeloff@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
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Lisa Levens is a service leader at Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas (CBS-CS), a lay-

led Conservative synagogue in DeWitt, NY, near Syracuse. Once a month throughout the 

year, Lisa leads Friday night Kabbalat and Ma’ariv services known as “Shirat Shabbat with 

Lisa Levens.” She will join us to share her original melodies for welcoming Shabbat. Join us 

for a joyful evening of music. 

https://www.lisalevensmusic.com/


8 

Bev Mannix’s Flourless Chocolate Cookies 

Kosher for Passover; Delicious year-round 

3 cups confectioners’ sugar 
2/3 cup cocoa powder 
2 – 4 egg whites 
1 teaspoon instant coffee dissolved in 1 tablespoon 

boiling water 
10 oz chocolate chips (about 1½ cups) 
 
 
 
Preheat oven to 350°. Line cookie sheet with 

parchment paper and set aside. 
In mixing bowl, stir together confectioners’ sugar, 

and cocoa. 
Add 2 egg whites and coffee. Stir until combined. 
Batter should be like very thick brownie batter. If 

batter is too thick, and another egg white (or 
two if needed) to achieve correct consistency. 

Gently stir in chocolate chips. 

Place 1” mounds of dough about 2” apart on pre-
pared cookie sheet 

Bake at 350° for 13 – 14 minutes, until tops are 
crackly 

Leave cookies on parchment paper to cool com-
pletely, then gently peel off parchment and 
serve. 

Movies & Munchies Chez Lois Hass 

The Munchies 

Barbara Kremen, Dolores Weinberg, Lois, Isabel Zinman, Barbara 
Heller 
Also present: Liz Sabo and Arlene Fell (apologies if I forgot any-
one) 

Bernice Luken-Celentano, Vicki & Dave Schwartz, Abby Pariser, Barbara 
Kremen, Lois (standing) 
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Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman Shapira was the first Piaseczno Rebbe. Born in 1889 to a renowned cha-

sidic family, he was appointed rabbi of Piaseczno, near Warsaw, in his early twenties and estab-

lished the yeshiva Da'at Moshe in 1923. He was passionate about education, stressing positive meth-

ods that would create connection and joy, and authored several important educational works. Im-

prisoned in the Warsaw Ghetto, he took an active role in supporting Jewish life. Esh Kodesh is a col-

lection of discourses delivered in the Ghetto during the Holocaust, grappling religiously and existen-

tially with suffering. We will explore some of these sermons, mining their wisdom for ourselves to-

day.  

Thursdays, 12:30—2 pm, on Zoom. 
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The Israel and Jewish Affairs Committee Presents 

A Series of Forums and Discussions 

THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
 

 

Israel at War: Summary and What’s Next 
Saturday, November 16, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 
 
Israel and the Middle East: What American Media Don’t Tell You 
Saturday, December 14, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 
 
Update and Report from Israel and the Middle East 
Saturday, February 1, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 
 
Israel and the Middle East: What American Media Don’t Tell You 
Saturday, March 8, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 
 

Joint Session of bagels & books  and The Israel Forum        
Altneuland (Old New Land), by Theodor Herzl 
Sunday, May 18, 10 am 
                              
 
Note: This book is available free online at https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-
altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl and https://archive.org/details/
TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv/page/n1/mode/2up. It is also available on Amazon. 
 

Moderated by Kehillath Shalom member Nissim Yeheskel, Israeli native and frequent visitor. 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl
https://archive.org/details/TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/TheodorHerzlAutneulandTevAviv/page/n1/mode/2up
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Friday evenings, 6:00 

(When nothing else is scheduled)  

We'll share, sing, and bring 

Shabbat peace.  

By Zoom 

We will learn, study, share, pray. 

As usual, come for Torah Study  or 

Service or Both! 

Join us on Zoom                                       

if you can’t come in person 
 

Morning Gathering: Tuesday & Friday Mornings at 8 am 

Establish a strong, centered, calm foundation for the day. 

Join Zoom Meeting by computer https://zoom.us/j/788752335 

or by phone: 1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 882 6522 6225, Password 046 425  

https://zoom.us/j/788752335
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September 2018 
Elul/Tishri 5778/79 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

       

 ANNUAL 
CONGREGATION  
MEETING 
7:30 pm 

  Shabbat Service  
10 am 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Josh Steinhart 

 
 
 
 

8:09 

 

First Day of Summer    Shabbat Service  
10 am 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Levi Diamond 

 
 
 
 

8:11 

Fathers Day 

    Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

 
 
 
 

8:11 

Bagels & Books 
10 am 
The Ministry of Spe-
cial Cases 

 Independence Day   Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

 
 
 
 

8:10 

 

Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
With Rabbi Doug 
11 am 

Shabbat Service 7:30 
With Rabbi Doug 
 
 

8:01 

Board Meeting 
7:30 pm 

Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

No scheduled service 
 
 
 

8:06 

Salute to Israel  
Parade 
Fifth Avenue, NYC 
11 am—4 pm 
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May 2025 

Iyar/Sivan 5785 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

       

Lunch & Learn 
12:30—2 pm 
Psalms 

 Board Meeting  
7:30 pm 

 Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Soup Shabbat 6 pm 
 
 
 

7:47 

Mothers Day 

Lunch & Learn 
12:30—2 pm 
Holy Fire 

   No scheduled service No Candlelighting 
 
 
 

7:54 

Bagels & Books with 
Israel Forum 10 am 
Altneuland 

Lunch & Learn 
12:30—2 pm 
Holy Fire 

   Torah Study 10 am 

Meditation Service 
11:15 am 

Candlelighting 6 pm 
 
 
 

8:00 

 

Lunch & Learn 
12:30—2 pm 
Holy Fire 

 Board Meeting  
7:30 pm 

 Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Shirat Shabbat with 
Lisa Levens 7:30 pm 
 
 

8:04 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
with Beth El & HJC 
Time & place TBA 

Yom HaAtzma’ut 
 
Lunch & Learn 
12:30—2 pm 
Psalms 

Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Candlelighting 6 pm 
 
 
 

7:33 

Lunch & Learn 
12:30—2 pm 
Psalms 

Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Candlelighting 6 pm 
 
 
 

7:40 

Members Brunch 
11:30 am 


