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Cheshvan/Kislev 5786 

 

November 2025  

Rabbiõs Reflections 

A Time for Everything 
˂˙ Rˁ˂˂ˉ Lˉˎˁ Z˅˒˂ˁ˒ˉˎˉ 

After two long years, the surviving hostages 
are home. As I write this, it has been only a few 
days, and there is still a long way to recovery and 
healing, for them and their families, for Israelis, 
for the Jewish people. Can we even start this pro-
cess, with the bodies of hostages still unreturned, 
perhaps never to be found? 
The tremendous uncertainty 
of what will happen next 
weighs heavily.  

And yet, there is joy and 
relief and hope. Even in our 
fear we celebrate.  

The release came at the 
end of Sukkot, when tradi-
tionally we read the book of 
Kohelet/Ecclesiastes. Ra-
chel Goldberg-Polin, mother 
of Hersh Goldberg-Polin 
who was abducted from the 
Nova Festival on October 7 
and murdered by Hamas in 
the summer of 2024, said on 
the release:   

ñWe are told in chapter three [of Kohelet] 
there is a season for everything and a time for eve-
rything, but now, we are being asked to digest all 
of those seasons, all of those times, at the exact 
same second ï winter, spring, summer, fall ï ex-
perience all four right now. It says there is a time 
to be born and a time to die, and we have to do 
both right now. It says there is a time to weep and 

a time to laugh, and we have to do both right now. 
It says there is a time to tear and to heal, and we 
have to do both right now, and it says there is a 
time to sob, and there is a time to dance, and we 
have to do both right now....ò 

 

Yehuda Amichaiôs poem, A Man Doesn't Have 
Time In His Life, has a similar theme: 

A man doesn't have time in his life 
to have time for everything. 
He doesn't have seasons enough to have 
a season for every purpose. Ecclesiastes 
Was wrong about that. 
 
A man needs to love and to hate at the same mo-
ment, 

to laugh and cry with the same eyes, 
with the same hands to throw stones and to gather 
them, 

to make love in war and war in love. 
And to hate and forgive and remember and forget, 
to arrange and confuse,  
to eat and to digest 
what history  
takes years and years to do. 

 

A man doesn't have time. 
When he loses he seeks, when he finds 
he forgets, when he forgets he loves, when he loves 
he begins to forget. 
 
And his soul is seasoned, his soul 
is very professional. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Opening page of Kohelet.  
Germany, c. 1300 CE 
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Oˍ˒ˉ Mˉ˒ˁˎ I˓ Hˏˍ˅! 

For two years, we have been 
saving a space for Omri Miran 

on our bimahΦ 

On Monday, October 13, erev Simchat Torah, nearly two years 
to the day of his capture according to the Hebrew calendar, after 
738 days in captivity, he was reunited with his family, wife Lishay 
Miran-Lavi and daughters Roni, 4, and Alma, 2. 

Omri with his father, Dani. 

˟˧˦ˬˢˣ ˟ˣ˦ˢ ˨ˣ˶˟  

Baruch hatov v'hametiv 

Blessed is the One who is 
good and does good. 

And, as we rejoice, we hold 
the families of the deceased 
captives in our hearts, some 
who have returned and most 
whom we still await. 

Israel and the region still 
need our prayers: the surviving 
hostages are home but the next 
steps are still unclear. There is 
a long road ahead to peace and 
healing; let us pray and work to 
get there.  

Blessed are You, Holy One 
our God, Who frees the captives.  
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A Time for Everything 

Only his body remains forever 
an amateur. It tries and it misses, 
gets muddled, doesn't learn a thing, 
drunk and blind in its pleasures 
and its pains. 
 
He will die as figs die in autumn, 
Shriveled and full of himself and sweet, 
the leaves growing dry on the ground, 
the bare branches pointing to the place 
where there's time for everything. 

 

If we can hold it all ï dance and cry and laugh 
and sob ï we ourselves will become full and sweet 
and bring wholeness into this broken world.  ˧ˢ˧ ˭˩

˭ˣ˴˶κ  so may it be. × 

(Continued from page 1) 

Omri at the beach, in the sun. 

Oˍ˒ˉ Mˉ˒ˁˎ I˓ Hˏˍ˅! 

The Miron family at the beach. 

Friends and family welcome Omri home to       

Kibbutz Kramim. 
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One link, One Meeting ID#, for ˍˏ˓ ̝KSS meetings! 

Meeting ID#: 882 6522 6225 

Password: 046 425 

By Phone: 1 646 558 8656  

or click this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265226225?

pwd=M0ZVcHlRWEZjeElod1VNajJ6UlNzUT09  

Where are we going?  

When are we going?  

What will be different?  

What will be the same?  

Our move from our home on Goose Hill Road will affect all of us.  

Everyoneõs thoughts, opinions, ideas, and emotions are needed and welcome. 

Letõs explore our future together. 

Sunday, December 7, 10 am ñ1 pm.  

https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
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KSS N˅˅˄˓ Yˏ˕! 
We have a lot going on here, but it takes people to make it happen. Just the other day, a relatively 

new member commented to me that she was amazed at how much we had to do, and she wanted to 
do it all.  

But the same few people canôt keep doing everything by themselves. 

So weôre asking for your help. 

No committees to join, no long-term commitments, no meetings. Just a willingness to pitch in 
and help out with a single event at your 
convenience. 

Upcoming events are: 

Saturday, December 13 ð Simchat 
Shabbat 

Friday, December 19 ð Hanukkah 
Dinner 

Sunday, January 18 ð MLK Jr. Din-
ner 

Monday, January 19 ð MLK Jr. Day 
of Service 

Saturday, January 24 ð Simchat 
Shabbat 

Saturday, January 31 ð Tu BiShevat 
Dinner 

Click here or on the headline above to 
help KSS continue to be the active, vi-
brant, stimulating community we are. 

https://kss.breezechms.com/form/215d34
https://kss.breezechms.com/form/215d34
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When did Jews first settle on Long Island? 
Where was the first synagogue on Long Island? 
When was it established? 

Join us on Wednesday, November 5 for a field 
trip to the Suffolk County Historical Societyôs ex-
hibit, 150 Years of Jewish Community on Long 
Island.  

We will carpool to Riverhead to take in this 
stunning display of historic Torahs, books, docu-
ments, and artifacts collected from around Long 
Island.  

RSVP to Rabbi Lina if you plan on coming. 

The exhibit runs through the end of November 
if you canôt join us but would like to see it on your 
own. × 

A small group gathered at KSS for our October 
discussion of Lynda Cohen Loigmanôs The Secret 
Elixir of August Stern, which met with universal 
approval. The lively conversation ranged from 
reminiscences of old-fashioned drugstores to the 
motivations of the characters to memories of lost 
loves. A very enjoyable time was had by all, and we 
intend to look at other books by Loigman for the 
future. 

Our November 16 selection is The Goddess of 
Warsaw, by Lisa Barr. A legendary 
Hollywood screen goddess with a 
dark secret about her life in the 
Warsaw Ghetto is the protagonist of 
this gripping novel about one of his-
toryôs most heroic uprisings and an 
actress whose personal war never 
ends, filled with secrets, lies, twists 
and turns, and a burning pursuit of 
justice no matter the cost. 

For the rest of the year, we will be reading: 

December 21 ð Topic: Christian support of 
Israel. List of suggested books to come. 

January 18 ð Red Sea Spies: The True Story 
of Mossadôs Fake Diving Resort, by Raffi Berg 

February 22 ð The Secret Chord, by Geraldine 
Brooks 

March 22 ð The Confidante: The Untold Sto-
ry of the Woman Who Helped Win WWII and 
Helped Shape Modern America, by Christopher C. 
Gorham 

April 19 ð The Life and Crimes of Hoodie 
Rosen, by Isaac Blum 

May 17 ð One Hundred Saturdays: Stella Le-
vi and the Search for a Lost World, by Michael 
Frank 

June 28 ð Long Island Compromise, by Tam-
my Brodesser-Akner 

Watch TWAKS and your email for locations, 
and please join us for coffee, bagels, and other 
goodies and lively discussion on a Sunday morn-
ing. Sometimes we Zoom; sometimes we meet in 
person. × 

bagels & books  

Omri Miron with his father, Dani, and wife, 

Lishay 

mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
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Join us monthly to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, grandchildõs first 
step - share your celebration with us! Every Simchah Shabbat will include 
a blessing for the celebrant and family and a yummy kiddush!  

This monthõs kiddush sponsored by Barbara Heller, in honor of the nam-
ing of  her great -granddaughter, Eliza Harper Bornfreund, Hebrew name 
Eliana bat Emily [Channah],  bat Sharen [Shoshana], bat Barbara [Batya].  
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Sˈˁ˂˂ˁ˔ S˅˒˖ˉ˃˅˓  

ant to find a wife for Isaac. The servant meets Re-
becca at a well, and Rebecca returns with the serv-
ant to marry Isaac. Abraham remarries, has more 
children, and dies at age 175. 
F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 21 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 22 
Torah Study 10 am 

Meditation Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Toldot, Genesis 25:19 ï 28:9 

Toldot (ñGenerationsò) opens with the births 
of Isaac and Rebeccaôs twins, Jacob and Esau. 
Esau sells his birthright to Jacob in exchange for 
soup. Isaac and Rebecca travel to Gerar, where 
Isaac makes a peace treaty with King Abimelech. 
Isaac gives Jacob the blessing meant for Esau, and 
Jacob runs away to his uncle Laban. 
F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 28 
No Zoom Candlelighting  

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 29 
No scheduled service 

Torah Portion: Vayetze, Genesis 28:10ð32:3 

Vayeitzei (ñHe Went Outò) opens as Jacob 
dreams about angels going up and down a ladder, 
and then continues on his journey toward the 
home of his uncle Laban. During years of inden-
tured servitude, Jacob marries Labanôs daughters 
Leah and Rachel, bearing children with them and 
with their maidservants, Bilhah and Zilpah. × 

 

 

Parshah summaries from Sefaria. 

Sˁ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 1 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Lech Lecha, Genesis 12:1ð
17:27 

Lech Lecha (ñGo Forthò) recounts Abrahamôs 
(here known as Abram) first encounter with God, 
his journey to Canaan, the birth of his son Ish-
mael, the covenant between him, his descendants, 
and God, and Godôs commandment to circumcise 
the males of his household. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 7 
Soup Shabbat 6 pm 

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 8 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Vayera, Genesis 18:1ð22:24 

Vayera (ñHe Appearedò) opens as guests in-
form Abraham that Sarah will give birth. Despite 
Abrahamôs attempts to convince God otherwise, 
God destroys the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Sarah gives birth to Isaac, and Abraham sends 
away Hagar and Ishmael. At Godôs command, 
Abraham prepares to sacrifice Isaac, but an angel 
of God tells Abraham to offer a ram instead. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 14 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, Nˏ˖˅ˍ˂˅˒ 15 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Simchah Shabbat 

Torah Portion: Chayyei Sarah, Genesis 23:1ð
25:18  
Chayyei Sarah (ñThe Life of Sarahò) opens as 

Sarah dies and Abraham buys the Cave of 
Machpelah to bury her. Abraham sends his serv-

Do You Zelle? 
KSS can now receive payments through Zelle, the 

quick, convenient, no-fee online payment system used 
by Bank of America, Capital One, Chase, Citi, and 
many other banks.  

Make donations, pay for special events, pay dues ð 
no checks, no stamps, no fees. Log into your bank ac-
count, find Zelle, and send to                                          

kehillathshalom@optonline.net. Easy as Ú Ù Ø! 

Note: Do ˎˏ˔ Zelle to the office phone 

(4589)! It wonôt work! × 

The Sacrifice of Isaac, Beit Alpha Synagogue mosaic (6th century CE). 
Depicts Abraham, Isaac, and the ram, with the Hebrew inscription, ęDo 
not raise ğ and behold, a ram.Ě  

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.19-28.9?lang=bi
http://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.28.10-32.3
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/lekhlekha.shtml
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/lekhlekha.shtml
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.1-22.24?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.23.1-25.18?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.23.1-25.18?lang=bi
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
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KSS Member Nissim Yeheskel, under the aegis of our Israel Affairs Committee, has been pre-

senting his Israel Forums to us for fifteen years. Now our friends at the Huntington Jewish Cen-

ter have invited him to share his expertise. Information below; KSS members are welcome. 

RSVP to HJC. 
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I bring soup and challah ñ you bring yourself!                                              

And, if  you like, salad or fruit or a sweet.                                                         

Shabbat songs, prayers, and conversation.  

RSVP by Thursday, November 6 @ 3 pm to 

rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org . 

 

Q$!. Q#<""<( 
XXbZba_Ǌ[.= 

K$586%7<(1$5f 4#<''<#f 
/%165-7#1.f <5- 7$5) 

mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
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