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Once upon a time, there was a great famine. 
The people in one small village didnôt have enough 
to eat, and definitely not enough to store away for 
the winter. People were afraid their families would 
go hungry, so they hid the small amounts of food 
they did have. They even hid their food from their 
friends and neighbors. One day a wandering sol-
dier came into the village. He asked the different 
people he met about finding a place to eat and 
sleep for the night. 

ñThereôs not a bite to eat 
in the whole county,ò they 
told him. ñYou better keep 
moving on.ò 

ñOh, I have everything I 
need,ò he said. ñIn fact, I 
would like to make some 
stone soup to share with all 
of you.ò He pulled a big 
black cooking pot from his 
wagon. He filled it with wa-
ter and built a fire under it. 
Then, he reached slowly into his knapsack and, 
while several villagers watched, he pulled a plain 
gray stone from a cloth bag and dropped it into the 
water. 

By now, hearing about the magic stone, most 
of the villagers were surrounding the soldier and 
his cooking pot. As the soldier sniffed the stone 
soup and licked his lips, the villagers began to 
overcome their lack of trust. ñAhh,ò the soldier 
said aloud to himself, ñI do like a tasty stone soup. 
Of course, stone soup with cabbage is even better.ò 

Soon a villager ran from his house into the vil-
lage square, holding a cabbage. ñI have this cab-

bage from my garden.ò he said as he held it out for 
the soldier. 

ñFantastic!ò cried the soldier. The soldier cut 
up the cabbage and added it to the pot. ñYou 
know, I once had stone soup with cabbage and a 
bit of beef, and it was delicious.ò 

The butcher said he thought he could find 
some beef scraps. As he ran back to his shop, other 

villagers offered bits of vege-
tables from their own gar-
densðpotatoes, onions, car-
rots, celery. Soon the big 
black pot was bubbling and 
steaming. When the soup 
was ready, everyone in the 
village ate a bowl of soup, 
and it was delicious. 

The villagers offered the sol-
dier money and other treas-
ures for the magic stone, but 
he refused to sell it. He had 
many offers of a cot to sleep 

on that night. The next day he traveled on his way. 

At this moment, we might feel like Kehillath 
Shalom is going through our own time of famine: 
not enough members, not enough money, not 
enough volunteers. I like to think that the village 
learned that, together, there might be enough. The 
sharing did not end the famine, but the people ate, 
and well. Communities go through hard times; our 
response to these times makes the difference of 
how we get through them. 

Fifty-six and a half years ago, Kehillath Sha-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dear fellow congregants: 

Once again, Shanah Tovah Uômetukah. 
Though we donôt yet know when we will be mov-
ing to our new home, that unknown date is mov-
ing inexorably closer. Any one of you that has ever 
moved from one home to another understands the 
scale of the undertaking. Before we move our be-
longings, all of the outside contractor work will 
have been completed to: 

¶ Enhance the sanctuary A/C system 

¶ Replace two exterior doors and the laundry 
room door. 

¶ Install appropriate fire detection, burglar 
alarm detection, and door access systems 

¶ Install internet and telephone service 

However, the set-up of our sanctuary, Torah 
study area, kitchen, synagogue meal area, and 
bathrooms with our belongings will be a signifi-
cant volunteer effort for everyone in the congrega-
tion in order to minimize the disruption to our re-
ligious and communal life. I am depending on all 
of you, men and women equally, to participate to 
the best of your abilities to accomplish the tasks 
needed in the most expeditious manner once we 
make the move.  

We may be a small congregation with minimal 
staff, but this will be a labor of love to ready our 
new home for the next chapter in the life of Kehil-
lath Shalom and I am confident in our ability to 
get this done. 

Again, wishing you all a happy and healthy 
new year! 

Alan Wachtel 

Our Name Is            
Our Essence 

lom was founded. As today, 1969 was a volatile 
time in America: the Cold War, the National 
Guard responding to campus and other protests, 
the Manson Family murders, My Lai, the moon 
landing, Woodstock, and much more. This is the 
context in which we were founded and, in part, 
why we were founded.  

Many of you know the story: founding rabbi 
Lloyd Tennenbaumôs contract was not renewed at 
Huntington Jewish Center because their leader-
ship felt he was too focused on politics and not 
enough on religion. But there were many families 
who believed that a focus on the creation of a just 
society was exactly what Judaism is about.  So to-
gether with Rabbi Tennenbaum, they ï and some 
of you are part of that visionary cohort ï estab-
lished this congregation.  

Today, we are in a time of transition. In this 
moment, during the ten days of Teshuvah, of re-
turn, I want to reflect on who we are, who we have 
been, and who we might become.  

Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook, first 
Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of the Land of Israel, de-
fines teshuvah as a return to our true selves, our 
authenticity and our potential ï for ourselves and 
for the world. While we cannot expect to fully 
achieve this in our lifetimes, we aspire and work 
towards it, both in our personal lives and in our 
communities. ñIt is not up to you to finish the 
work, but neither are you free to neglect it.ò Mish-
nah Avot 2:16 

We are a small, dedicated, Jewish, Recon-
structionist, community of elders. We have fewer 
than fifty households. Many of you have been con-
tributing your time, labor, and resources to this 
congregation for decades. Some of you have been 
doing so for less time than that, continuing this 
sacred tradition of being a hands-on, do-it-
yourself, scrappy organization.  

I have had the true honor and privilege of 
serving you for the past seven years, praying, 
learning, organizing, planning, mourning, and cel-
ebrating together.  We are now in a moment of 
change. At some point in the next few months, 
probably in the wintertime, we will leave this spe-
cial space and move to another.  

Some of you who were founders of Kehillath 
Shalom and others who came within the first dec-
ade carry a sense of our history and the passion 
and purpose of that time. Some of you have joined 

(Continued from page 1) 

us because of that foundation upon which we were 
established: the dedication to repairing the world. 

I asked Isolde Goldman, one of our founders, 
whose husband Sam, of blessed memory, was our 
founding president, if she knew how we came by 
our name. She said: ñOne fellow ... came out of 
Chicago, a Hollywood script writer, Loring Man-
del, and the congregation he had belonged to be-
gan with Kehillath, and he suggested it for us. And 
people had been talking about Shalom, peace, be-
cause of the time. People were constantly going to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Kehillath Shalom:  
Our Name Is Our Essence 

groups fighting what was going on in the country. 
We were a politically active congregation.ò 

She added: ñNow weôre back politically in that 
same position; times change and things evolve; 
things go in circles.ò 

Indeed, it is certainly not only our congrega-
tion that is in a time of change. The country, the 
world, is changing in ways that are frightening 
and disheartening: the rise of antisemitism in this 
country and worldwide, the war in Israel and Gaza 
and its many impacts, fractures among the Ameri-
can Jewish community, fears for our immigrant 
and LGBTQIA neighbors and for our democracy.  

The Bible teaches:  

ØġſÜÒçËĦ ƄĔæÅęÉã 
[kôshmo, ken hu] 

suggesting that a name expresses oneôs essence. 
Perhaps we can look to our name to help guide us 
through these uncertain times. What does it mean 
to be Kehillath Shalom? 
Letôs start with Shalom. 

You know that shalom means ñpeace.ò  

In English, peace comes from the medieval 
Anglo/French pes, meaning: ñfreedom from civil 
disorder, internal peace of a nation,ò French paix: 
ñpeace, reconciliation, silence, permission,ò and 
from the Latin pacem, ñcompact, agreement, trea-
ty of peace, tranquility, absence of war.ò 

We have a compact with each other ï officially 
and informally. We have a Certificate of Incorpo-
ration and By-Laws, which delineate our purpose 
and our governance. We are responsible ethically 
and financially for this organization. And we are 
responsible to each other as members and friends.  

We hope we are not simply in a state of ab-
sence of war. We try to create reconciliation and 
friendship, working to speak respectfully, offering 
disagreement without being disagreeable. We 
strive to permit each other, and to nurture each 
other, as is says in our prayerbook: ñto be exactly 
who [we] are.ò To grow into our full selves.  

In Hebrew, the root shalem means: complete, 

(Continued from page 2) whole, safe, content, peaceful, at ease. 

In these difficult times, we need all of this.  

And the first part of our name? Kehillath. 

As you likely know: community. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines community in 
two categories. First: A body of people or things 
viewed collectively, such as: the hospital serves 
the Huntington community, or the immigrant 
community feels under attack.  

Second: A shared or common quality or state. 

As in: life in association with others; social co-
hesion, mutual support, fellowship, amity.  

We are a part of the global 
Jewish community, the 
American Jewish commu-
nity, the New York Jewish 
community, and the Re-
constructionist communi-
ty. We are a microcosm 

and a manifestation of being a part of the collec-
tive of the Jewish People. Many of us are here not 
because we are so religious, but as an expression 
of our peoplehood, our connection to our ances-
tors and to each other. And our existence asserts 
that life is enriched when lived in association with 
others.  

So what is our role as a Community of Peace in 
this moment that echoes the times of our found-
ing and in this period of our transition?  

How are we a Kehillath Shalom, a community 
of peace, for each other?  

Our name says that we commit to being 
friends to each other, to support and care for one 
another and for our organization. To reconcile 
when needed, to find agreement when possible. It 
says that we strive to be inclusive, welcoming peo-
ple beyond our social circles. That we value the 
support we give and receive from others. Or that 
we aspire to it. 

This is a time to consider how we are prepared 
to be present for each other, to show up for each 
other ï as individuals or for our prayer and other 
gatherings and events.    

How can we care for each other? Might we call 
each other to see how weôre doing, beyond our 
closest friends?  

Many of us, ourselves, are struggling with 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Our Name Is Our Essence 

health issues, and our own personal changes and 
transitions.  We might feel that we do not have the 
energy we once had to reach out. But reaching out 
can nurture us, even as we seek to support others. 
The connection itself is supportive and, once 
made, nurtures in both directions.  

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz taught: Alone I cannot 
lift my voice in song. Then you come near and sing 
with me. Our prayers fuse and a new voice soars. 
Our bond is beyond voice and voice. Our bond is 
one of spirit and spirit.  

How do we care for the welfare, the shalom, of 
the institution, contributing our time, our re-
sources, and our wisdom? So many of you contrib-
ute so much to caring for KSS: the number of 
hours you spend cannot be counted. And the space 
this place occupies in your heart is so beautiful. I 
pray that your efforts have fed you as you have 
given to the community. There are many opportu-
nities to support ï from small, one-time things 
like setting up an event to committee participa-
tion.  

We were created as an activist congregation, 
caring for peace in the country and the world. Isol-
de told me: ñYoung people couldnôt hold stone 
soup events because they were too political. [They] 
needed a place. We were there for a lot of the 
peace groups. We werenôt here just for religious 
purposes.ò So Kehillath Shalom was founded and 
we, you, hosted stone soup events, feeding the 
spirits of the community.  

Does this aspect of our history, of seeking to 
create a Community of Peace beyond our walls, 
still call to us?  If so, what might be our next 
steps?  

As we move into the next phase of the life of 
our community, we need to hear from each other 
about what you want from this congregation, what 
you want for yourself in order to have rich, mean-
ingful, fulfilling Jewish life and how can we create 
this?  

We will explore these questions and more, at a 
congregational retreat on December 7th, charting 
this next phase of the life of our community. I 
hope you will participate. As in the parable, no one 
can, or should, do everything, but everyoneôs con-
tribution enriches the soup and feeds the commu-
nity. We need each other. As the poet Maya Ange-
lou, of blessed memory, wrote:   

(Continued from page 3) Lying, thinking 

Last night 

How to find my soul a home 

Where water is not thirsty 

And bread loaf is not stone 

I came up with one thing 

And I donôt believe Iôm wrong 

That nobody, 

But nobody 

Can make it out here alone. 

 

Alone, all alone/Nobody, but nobody/Can 
make it out here alone. 

There are some millionaires 

With money they canôt use 

Their wives run round like banshees 

Their children sing the blues 

Theyôve got expensive doctors 

To cure their hearts of stone. 

But nobody 

No, nobody 

Can make it out here alone. 

 

Alone, all alone/Nobody, but nobody/Can 
make it out here alone. 

Now if you listen closely 

Iôll tell you what I know 

Storm clouds are gathering 

The wind is gonna blow 

The race of man is suffering 

And I can hear the moan, 

óCause nobody, 

But nobody 

Can make it out here alone. 

 

Alone, all alone/Nobody, but nobody/Can 
make it out here alone. 

In this time of teshuvah, of moving toward be-
coming our full selves, and of transition, may we be 
renewed to grow more fully towards our name, be-
ing for each other and for our community, a Kehil-
lah of Peace. × 
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Our October 19 discussion will feature The Love Elixir of Augusta Stern, by 
Lynda Cohen Loigman.  On the cusp of turning eighty, newly retired pharmacist Au-
gusta Stern is adrift. When she relocates to a senior community in southern Florida 
she unexpectedly crosses paths with Irving Rivkin, the delivery boy from her fatherôs 
old pharmacy in Brooklynɶand the man who broke her heart sixty years earlier. 
ñTwo fully realized time lines, each full of Jewish cultural touchstones, in this charm-
ing love story that proves it's never too late for a second chance."  

bagels & books  

For the rest of the year, we will be reading: 

November 16 ð The Goddess of Warsaw, by 
Lisa Barr 

December 21 ð Topic: Christian support of 
Israel. List of suggested books to come. 

January 18 ð Red Sea Spies: The True Story 
of Mossadôs Fake Diving Resort, by Raffi Berg 

February 22 ð The Secret Chord, by Geraldine 
Brooks 

March 22 ð The Confidante: The Untold Story 
of the Woman Who Helped Win WWII and 
Helped Shape Modern America, by Christopher C. 
Gorham 

April 19 ð The Life and 
Crimes of Hoodie Rosen, by 
Isaac Blum 

May 17 ð One Hundred Sat-
urdays: Stella Levi and the Search for a Lost 
World, by Michael Frank 

June 28 ð Long Island Compromise, by Tam-
my Brodesser-Akner 

Watch TWAKS and your email for locations, 
and please join us for coffee, bagels, and other 
goodies and lively discussion on a Sunday morn-
ing. Sometimes we Zoom; sometimes we meet in 
person. × 
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Join us monthly to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, grandchildõs first step, graduation, 

engagement, or any other happy occasion! Share your celebration with us! Every Simchah 

Shabbat will include a blessing for the celebrants and families and a yummy kiddush!  

Note: We hope to include a list of upcoming Simchat in future newsletters, so if you would like to be included, please email 

fell31@yahoo.com  with names, dates, and occasions, e.g., òJulia 12/5, Bernie 7/16, Julia & Bernie 3/29.ó 

Look for on the newsletter calendar each month.  

Q1=4#<# Q#<""<( 
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mailto:fell31@yahoo.com
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One link, One Meeting ID#, for ˍˏ˓ ̝KSS meetings! 

Meeting ID#: 882 6522 6225 

Password: 046 425 

By Phone: 1 646 558 8656  

or click this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265226225?

pwd=M0ZVcHlRWEZjeElod1VNajJ6UlNzUT09  

Pre-Rosh HaShanah Mikveh at Centerport Beach: RABBI LINA, DEBORAH 
GLOBUS, BEVERLY MANNIX, and Bevės daughter, SARA DOTY 

MOVIES  & M UNCHIES  

The Other Story  

7:30 pm  
Join us for Movies & Munchies on Wednesday 

evening, October 22 at the home of Lois Hass. We 
will be sharing our thoughts about the movie, The 
Road to Eilat, written and directed by Yona 
Rosenkier, and released in 2022.  

The Road to Eilat is an Israeli road movie that 
takes place in the late 1970s. It follows the journey 
of Albert, an aging Israeli war veteran stranded in 
the desert. His life takes an unexpected turn when 

he makes a bar bet that heôll 
drive his old tractor (at 35 
miles per hour) the full length 
of Israel (290 miles) from a 
kibbutz in the north to Eilat in 
the south in only one week. 
His unemployed son, Ben, 
must go along with him. Theirs 
is an extremely strained rela-
tionship. Along the way we see 
neglected towns, dusty land-
scapes, and unexpected 

strangers. We also see a physical and emotional 
journey about human connection. This film is 
sometimes comedic, sometimes quiet and raw, 
and well worth viewing! 

View the trailer here. 

Notes: 1) This film appears in IMDb as 35 
Downhill.  

2) Do not confuse it with a 1993 Egyptian film, 
also called The Road to Eilat. 

Available in just two Suffolk libraries and free 
on Kanopy.  

RSVP LoisH4@aol.com, 516-364-0265 or 
DoloresW324@aol.com, 631-643-2645. × Updating our machzorim after Shabbat services on September 20. L. to 

r.: RABBI LINA, LOIS HASS, ALAN WACHTEL, BARBARA KREMEN, BEV MANNIX, AR-

LENE FELL, LYZZ ROTHSINGER. Not in photo: RON COHEN.  
Photo credit: PAM FOSELLA 

https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygxuTbtO6eQ
mailto:LoisH4@aol.com
mailto:DoloresW324@aol.com
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Sˈˁ˂˂ˁ˔ S˅˒˖ˉ˃˅˓  

Numbers: Passover sacrifices for the fifth day. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 17 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 18 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Simchah Shabbat 

Torah Portion: Bereshit, Genesis 1:1ð6:8 

Bereshit ("In the Beginningò) is the first para-
shah in the annual Torah reading cycle, which re-
starts at the beginning of the book of Genesis. The 
reading begins with Godôs creation of the world. 
The first people, Adam and Eve, eat from the Tree 
of Knowledge and are then banished from the 
Garden of Eden. Their elder son, Cain, kills their 
younger son, Abel, and Cain is destined to a life of 
wandering. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 24 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 25 
Shabbat Service 10 am 

Israel Forum 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Noach, Genesis 6:9ð11:32 

Noach (ñNoahò) begins as God decides to de-
stroy mankind with a flood. At Godôs command, 
the righteous Noah builds an ark, where Noah, his 
family, and select animals survive the flood. No-
ahôs children bear children, and several genera-
tions develop. God confounds the speech of people 
building the Tower of Babel. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 31 
Candlelighting 6 pm × 

Parshah summaries from Sefaria. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 3 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Sˁ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 4 
Torah Study 10 am 

Torah Portion: HaAzinu, Deuteronomy 32:1-
52 

In HaôAzinu (ñListenò) , Moses recites a poem 
praising God and criticizing the sins of the Israel-
ites. He describes the misfortunes that the Israel-
ites will face and the damage God will ultimately 
wreak on their oppressors. The portion ends as 
God commands Moses to ascend Mount Nebo, 
where he is to die. 

F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 10 
Sukkot/Shabbat Dinner @ Rabbi Lina & Di-

nahôs home 6 pm 

Sˁ ˔˕˒˄ˁ˙, O˃˔ˏ˂˅˒ 11 
Torah Study 10 am 

Sukkot/Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

In sukkah at Rabbiôs home 

Torah Portion: Sukkot Chol HaMoed 

Exodus 33:12 - 34:26 and Numbers 29:29 - 34 

Exodus: Moses asks God to go with the people 
on the Exodus. God agrees and allows Moses to 
behold his presence, but only from the back. God 
orders Moses to carve the second set of tablets, 
reaffirms the Covenant with Israel, and establish-
es the observances of Pesach, Sukkot, and Shavu-
ot. 

Do You Zelle? 
KSS can now receive payments through Zelle, the 

quick, convenient, no-fee online payment system used 
by Bank of America, Capital One, Chase, Citi, and many 
other banks.  

Make donations, pay for special events, pay dues ð 
no checks, no stamps, no fees. Log into your bank ac-
count, find Zelle, and send to                                          

kehillathshalom@optonline.net. Easy as Ú Ù Ø! 

Note: Do ˎˏ˔ Zelle to the office phone 

(4589)! It wonôt work! × 

Noahės Ark on Mount Ararat, Simon de Myle, 1570. 

Six Days of Creation, Jackie Olenick 

http://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1-6.8?lang=en
http://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.9-11.32?lang=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.32.1-52?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.32.1-52?lang=bi
http://www.jtsa.edu/shabbat-hol-hamoed-sukkot
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.29.29-34?lang=bi&aliyot=0
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
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