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 קהילת שׁלוֹם
 

Elul/Tishri 5785-86 

 

Dear fellow congregants: 

I hope that you have all had a wonderful time 
this summer. I know that I am looking forward to 
this next year at Kehillath Shalom with a lot of op-
timism and high hopes, and hopefully you are too. 
With the support of all of you, we are close to seal-
ing the deal for the sale of our home of the past 56 
years, and to signing the lease for our new home. 
Though the moving date is not yet known, we 
hope that it will happen within the current year.  

This will be a momentous time for us. We will 
no longer be under financial stress and we will be 
able to significantly enrich our programming. The 

September 2025 

combination of the latter and the fact that we will 
now be situated in the heartland of Huntington 
may even bring new members into our small but 
dynamic congregation.  

I hope to see all of you during our upcoming 
High Holiday services at Goose Hill Road, and 
look forward to welcoming you to our new home 
at 14 Hanley Avenue (just off New York Avenue 
and just north of Northern State Parkway) after 
the move.  

Shanah tovah u’metuka, 

Alan Wachtel  

 

Rabbi’s Reflections 

“Great is Teshuvah…” 
by Rabbi Lina Zerbarini 

The President’s Column 

The Talmud Tractate Yoma, which focuses on 
Yom Kippur, offers a series of seven statements 
that each begin: Great is teshuvah. Often translat-
ed as repentance, teshuvah is more appropriately 
understood as turning, or returning. Finding our 
way back to who we truly are, before our experi-
ences and mistakes hurt and changed us.   

In the first of the seven, Rabbi Chama bar Cha-
nina says: Great is teshuvah, as it brings healing 
to the world.  Our behavior matters. Even our 
thoughts and intentions matter. We have an im-
pact beyond ourselves. If our negative acts cause 
damage beyond ourselves, our healing work can 
also have repercussions. 

Rabbi Levi says: Great is teshuvah, as it 
reaches the heavenly throne. Our willingness to 
learn and change and grow, to repair our relation-
ships, is the most important thing in the world.  

Rabbi Yochanan said: Great is repentance, as 
it overrides even a prohibition of the Torah. Some 
things seem, and are, beyond the pale, yet true re-
pentance sometimes bridges chasms of hurt.  

Rabbi Yonatan said: Great is repentance, 
which hastens the redemption. This broken world 
needs saving. And it will only happen if we, all of 
us, work individually and together for its repair. 
Repentance will not just hasten redemption; it will 
bring it.  

Reish Lakish said: Great is repentance, as 
one’s sins are counted as errors. When we become 
humble, people might treat us more generously. 
And when our behavior changes – because teshu-
vah is not only about remorse and apology for the 
past but requires a shift in future actions. Reish 
Lakish went further and said, Great is repentance, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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as one’s sins are counted as merits. How could 
this be? When we repent and repair, those quali-
ties that were our flaws might become our 
strengths. Our stubbornness might transform to 
perseverance, rigidity to clarity, greed to ambition 
and dedication. Reish Lakish would know: he was 
the mastermind of a criminal enterprise until he 
met Rabbi Yochanan and turned to Torah study. 
The qualities that brought him success in his first 
career enabled him to become a brilliant scholar.  

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said that Rabbi 
Yonatan said: Great is repentance, which length-
ens the years of a person’s life. I cannot say that 
there is a direct correlation between repentance 
and long life, but perhaps it reduces our stress and 
thus improves our health. I do know that living 
with a peaceful conscience eases our days. Recti-
fied relationships bring joy and beauty and mean-
ing to our lives.  

(Continued from page 1) 

“Great is Teshuvah…” 
 Rabbi Meir would say: Great is repentance 

because the entire world is forgiven on account of 
one individual who repents. This brings us back to 
the beginning: our individual actions ripple be-
yond ourselves.  

Please join us this sacred season to do the 
work of mending your soul and the world. Our op-
portunities include the study of Rabbi Abraham 
Isaac Kook’s Orot HaTeshuvah/Lights of Repent-
ance, which explores the relationship between an 
individual’s personal teshuvah and the cosmic 
process. The Selichot gathering will explore con-
flict resolution, forgiveness, and repair, and open 
the Season of Repentance with the Service of For-
giveness. We let go of the past through immersion 
in Long Island Sound and then come ready to our 
Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur services them-
selves. I am grateful to be on this journey with 
you. ❖ 

I bring soup and challah — you bring yourself! 

And, if  you like, salad or fruit or a sweet. 

Shabbat songs, prayers, and conversation. 

RSVP by Thursday, September 4 @ 3 pm to 

rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org. 

 

mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
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Our Bookys have come up with another reading list for the coming year, which we 
hope will be stimulating, informative, and entertaining. Many thanks to Liz Sabo for 
hosting our final discussion, with a delicious Salvadoran menu inspired by our last 
book, The Wind Knows My Name. 

We will start on September 28, with The Last Secret of the Secret Annex: The un-
told story of Anne Frank, her silent protector, and a family betrayal, by Joop von 
Wijk-Voskuijl, a riveting historical investigation and family memoir that intertwines 
the iconic narrative of Anne Frank with the untold story of Bep Voskuijl, her protector 
and closest confidante in the Annex, bringing us closer to understanding one of the 
great secrets of World War II. 

bagels & books 

For the rest of the year, we will be reading: 

October 19 — The Love Elixir of Augusta 
Stern, by Lynda Cohen Loigman 

November 16 — The Goddess of Warsaw, by 
Lisa Barr 

December 21 — Topic: Christian support of 
Israel. List of suggested books to come. 

January 18 — Red Sea Spies: The True Story 
of Mossad’s Fake Diving Resort, by Raffi Berg 

February 22 — The Secret Chord, by Geraldine 
Brooks 

March 22 — The Confidante: The Untold Story 
of the Woman Who Helped Win WWII and 
Helped Shape Modern America, by Christopher C. 
Gorham 

April 19 — The Life and Crimes of Hoodie 
Rosen, by Isaac Blum 

May 17 — One Hundred Saturdays: Stella Levi 
and the Search for a Lost World, by Michael 
Frank 

June 28 — Long Island Compromise, by Tam-
my Brodesser-Akner 

Watch TWAKS and your email for locations, 
and please join us for coffee, bagels, and other 
goodies and lively discussion on a Sunday morn-
ing. Sometimes we Zoom; sometimes we meet in 
person. ❖ 
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Selichot will open the season of teshuvah with an exploration of conflict resolution,  

forgiveness, and repair through the animated conversations of Hanan Harchol. 

Join us monthly to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, grandchild’s first step, graduation, 

engagement, or any other happy occasion! Share your celebration with us! Every Simchah 

Shabbat will include a blessing for the celebrants and families and a yummy kiddush! 

Note: We hope to include a list of upcoming Simchat in future newsletters, so if you would like to be included, please email 

fell31@yahoo.com with names, dates, and occasions, e.g., “Julia 12/5, Bernie 7/16, Julia & Bernie 3/29.” 

Look for on the newsletter calendar each month. 

Happy Birthday to Su Gianchetta and Sheila Lieber! 

mailto:fell31@yahoo.com
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One link, One Meeting ID#, for most KSS meetings! 

Meeting ID#: 882 6522 6225 

Password: 046 425 

By Phone: 1 646 558 8656  

or click this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265226225?

pwd=M0ZVcHlRWEZjeElod1VNajJ6UlNzUT09  

 
Orot HaTeshuvah/Lights of Repentance is the quintessential work of Rabbi Abraham 

Isaac Kook, first Chief Rabbi of the Holy Land and one of the most significant Jewish 

thinkers of the twentieth century. 

In it, Kook says teshuvah (‘return’) is not connected to sin per se but is comprised of a 

person’s returning to self, returning to self, and explores the relationship between an in-

dividual’s personal teshuvah and the cosmic process, the worth of penitent thoughts, the 

balance between joy and fear in repentance, and the significance of free will. 

 

 

https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
https://KehillathShalom.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3df68cc0b1f2cb3dfab4dcf7c&id=a71fb560d7&e=a1707e411a
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Shabbat Services  

Friday, September 19 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Saturday, September 20 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Simchah Shabbat 

Torah Portion: Nitzavim, Deuteronomy 29:9 – 
30:20  

In Nitzavim (“Standing”), Moses addresses 
the Israelites, emphasizing the importance of fol-
lowing God’s covenant and of not worshiping oth-
er gods. He describes the process of repentance 
and returning to God, and stresses that God’s 
commandments are achievable and “not in the 
heavens.” 

Friday, September 26 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Saturday, September 27 
Meditation Walk at Target Rock NWR 10 am 

Torah Portion: Vayeilech, Deuteronomy 31:1-
30 

Vayelekh (“He Went”) opens as Moses tells 
the people of Israel that he will not lead them into 
the land of Israel and that Joshua will take over. 
He instructs the people to gather and read Torah 
publicly every seven years. At God’s command, 
Moses writes a poem bearing witness to God’s 
covenant with the people of Israel. ❖ 

Parshah summaries from Sefaria. 

Friday, September 5 
Soup Shabbat 6 pm 

Saturday, September 6 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Ki Teitzei, Deuteronomy 21:10 
– 25:19  

Ki Teitzei (“When You Go Out”) contains nu-
merous laws, more than appear in any other To-
rah portion. These include laws about the treat-
ment of a captive woman, returning lost objects, 
forbidden mixtures, the erection of a rooftop 
fence, rape, collateral, and workers’ wages. 

Friday, September 12 
Candlelighting 6 pm 

Saturday, September 13 
Torah Study 10 am 

Shabbat Service 11:15 am 

Torah Portion: Ki Tavo, Deuteronomy 26:1 – 
29:8  

Ki Tavo (“When You Come”) opens by describ-
ing the ceremony of the first fruit offering 
(bikkurim) and the declaration made upon the 
completion of tithing. It concludes with a detailed 
description of blessings that follow obedience to 
God's laws and curses that come with their dese-
cration. 

Selichot 7 pm 

Do You Zelle? 
KSS can now receive payments through Zelle, the 

quick, convenient, no-fee online payment system used 
by Bank of America, Capital One, Chase, Citi, and many 
other banks.  

Make donations, pay for special events, pay dues — 
no checks, no stamps, no fees. Log into your bank ac-
count, find Zelle, and send to                                          

kehillathshalom@optonline.net. Easy as א ב ג! 

Note: Do not Zelle to the office phone 

(4589)! It won’t work! ❖ 

Bringing First Fruits to Jerusalem, 1730.  
“You shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest 
from the land God is giving you; put it in a basket.” Deuteronomy 26:2 

https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.29.9-30.20?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.29.9-30.20?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.1-30?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.1-30?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.21.10-25.19?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.21.10-25.19?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.26.1-29.8?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.26.1-29.8?lang=bi
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
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Committees and Contacts 
Membership  Barbara Heller  bjhdmt@aol.com 

Ritual   David Schwartz  DavidSchwartz210@gmail.com 

    Abby Pariser   abbyparis@aol.com 

Fundraising  Abby Pariser   abbyparis@aol.com 

    Scott Ash   ashs3@verizon.net 

Israel Connections 

 & Jewish Affairs Judy Davis   JDavis4727@aol.com 

House   Cliff Broffman   cliffbroffman@gmail.com 

Security   Alan Wachtel   alanwac1@gmail.com 

Caring Community  

Programming &    

 Communications Scott Ash   ashs3@verizon.net 

Racial Justice  Roberta Israeloff  r.israeloff@gmail.com 
 Subcommittee of Social Action 

If you would like to know more about a particular committee — what it does, how much time it 
entails, or anything else — please contact the people above. Asking for more information does not 
commit you to anything! But it could lead to a rewarding experience, working with others to strength-
en and grow our community. ❖ 

Opt In for KSS Texts 

As you probably know, from time to time we send texts about upcoming events and current an-
nouncements. Because of new regulations, it is necessary for everyone to opt in again to receiving 
texts, regardless of how long you have been a KSS community member. 

What you need to do: Text the word yes to 87447. That’s it! Going forward you will continue to 
receive KSS texts of exciting news and urgent announcements. 

Rabbi Lina Zerbarini/203-915-4786 
rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 
President Alan Wachtel/631-897-5638 
alanwac1@gmail.com 
Vice-President Ira Goodman/631-603-4410 
iragood70@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Howard Globus/646-752-4620  
hglobus@it-on-demand.com 
Financial Secretary Isabel Zinman/631-412-3561 
isabelzinmankss@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary Abby Pariser/631-271-5774 
abbyparis@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary Beverly Mannix/631-806-5124 
bevycd@aol.com 
 

Past Co-Presidents Beverly Mannix/631-806-5124 
bevycd@aol.com 
Gail Sachs/516-508-1978 
GailatKSS@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor Arlene Fell/631-220-3452 
fell31@yahoo.com 
Office Manager Pam Fosella/631-367-4589 
out.n.about@juno.com 
 
Published by Kehillath Shalom Synagogue 
58 Goose Hill Road, Cold Spring Harbor NY 11724 
Office 631-367-4589 Fax 631-367-3167 
kehillathshalom@optonline.net 
http://www.kehillathshalomsynagogue.org 

mailto:bjhdmt@aol.com
mailto:DavidSchwartz210@gmail.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:ashs3@verizon.net
mailto:JDavis4727@aol.com
mailto:cliffbroffman@gmail.com
mailto:alanwac1@gmail.com
mailto:ashs3@verizon.net
mailto:r.israeloff@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
mailto:alanwac1@gmail.com
mailto:iragood70@yahoo.com
mailto:hglobus@it-on-demand.com
mailto:isabelzinmankss@gmail.com
mailto:isabelzinmankss@gmail.com
mailto:abbyparis@aol.com
mailto:bevycd@aol.com
mailto:bevycd@aol.com
mailto:GailatKSS@gmail.com
mailto:fell31@yahoo.com
mailto:out.n.about@juno.com
mailto:kehillathshalom@optonline.net
http://kehillathshalomsynagogue.org
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The Israel and Jewish Affairs Committee Presents 

The 2025-26 Series of Forums and Discussions 

THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
 

 

Moderated by Kehillath Shalom member Nissim Yeheskel, Israeli native and frequent visitor. 

Meet Maya Simhi, Our Guest from Israel 
Saturday, October 25, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 
 
The Middle East — Focus on Syria 
A Joint Forum with Huntington Jewish Center 
Sunday, November 2 at 10 am  At Huntington Jewish Center 
 

Joint Session — bagels & books  and The Israel Forum 
Sunday, December 21 at 10 am 
Topic: Christian Support of Israel 
A suggested reading list will be provided. 
 
The Middle East — Focus on Syria 
A Joint Forum with Huntington Jewish Center 
Sunday, February 22 at 10 am  At Huntington Jewish Center 
 
Israel and the Middle East: What American Media Don’t Tell You 
Saturday, April 25, Services at 10 am, Forum at 11:15 am 
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Friday evenings, 6:00 

(When nothing else is scheduled)  

We'll share, sing, and bring 

Shabbat peace.  

By Zoom 

We will learn, study, share, pray. 

As usual, come for Torah Study  or 

Service or Both! 

Join us on Zoom                                       

if you can’t come in person 
 

Morning Gathering: Tuesday & Friday Mornings at 8 am 

Establish a strong, centered, calm foundation for the day. 

Join Zoom Meeting by computer https://zoom.us/j/788752335 

or by phone: 1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 882 6522 6225, Password 046 425  

https://zoom.us/j/788752335
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September 2018 
Elul/Tishri 5778/79 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

       

 ANNUAL 
CONGREGATION  
MEETING 
7:30 pm 

  Shabbat Service  
10 am 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Josh Steinhart 

 
 
 
 

8:09 

 

First Day of Summer    Shabbat Service  
10 am 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Levi Diamond 

 
 
 
 

8:11 

Fathers Day 

    Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

 
 
 
 

8:11 

Bagels & Books 
10 am 
The Ministry of Spe-
cial Cases 

 Independence Day   Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

 
 
 
 

8:10 

 

Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
With Rabbi Doug 
11 am 

Shabbat Service 7:30 
With Rabbi Doug 
 
 

8:01 

Board Meeting 
7:30 pm 

Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service  
11 am 

No scheduled service 
 
 
 

8:06 

Salute to Israel  
Parade 
Fifth Avenue, NYC 
11 am—4 pm 
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September 2025 

Elul/Tishri 5785-86 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Lunch & Learn 
Lights of Repentance 
12:30—2 pm 

   Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Soup Shabbat 6 pm  

Lunch & Learn 
Lights of Repentance 
12:30—2 pm 

 Board Meeting 
7:30 pm 

 Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 
 
Selichot  

Candlelighting 6 pm  

Lunch & Learn 
Lights of Repentance 
12:30—2 pm 

   Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 
Simchah Shabbat 

Candlelighting 6 pm 
 
 
 

8:09 

 

 Rosh HaShanah II 
10 am 

Rosh HaShanah I 
10 am 
Tashlich @ Halesite 
Dock 4 pm 

Erev Rosh HaShanah 
7:30 pm 

Meditation Walk @ 
Target Rock NWR 
10 am 

Candlelighting 6 pm 
 
 
 

8:11 

Mikveh @ 
Centerport Beach 
9 am 

Yom Kippur 10 am 
Talkback 4:15 pm 
Martyrology, Yizkor, 
& Neilah 5:15 pm 

Kol Nidre 6:30 pm   Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Candlelighting 6 pm 
 
 
 

8:11 

Bagels & Books 
The Last Secret of 
the Secret Annex 
10 am 

Lunch & Learn 
The Gifts of the Jews 
12:30—2 pm 

 Sukkot Morning 
Service TBD 

 Torah Study 10 am 
Shabbat Service 
11:15 am 

Sukkot/Shabbat 
Dinner @ Rabbi’s 
6 pm 
 
 

Set up Sukkah & 
BYOBrunch 10 am 
@ Rabbi Lina & 
Dinah’s 

Morning Gathering 
Tuesdays and 
Fridays 8 am 


